2 D:sBaNDED SOLDIER, | SM 
Lg * CONTAINING -- 7 28 
4 as Account of the Manners, Cuſtoms, and Draft; Re VE 
| * __ © Savaces; of their ſcalping, burning, and other Barbarities, com- 
Ya | mitred on the Exel isn, in NoxrH-AuE RICA during his Re- 
ſidence among them: Being at eight Years of N folen from 
is Parents and ſent to PENSVLVANIA, where he was ſold as a 
Sitar: Afterwards married and ſettled. as a Planter, till the 
© 2. Tudians deſtroy d his Houſe and every Thing he had, and carried 
bum off # Captize; from whom, after ſeveral Monrhs Captivity, | 
bu made bis Eſcape, and 1 as a Volunteer and Slater i in . 
| LES it Wirt them, = LE C 
r IN THE vnolz, 22 3 


3 8 U M M ARM of the Tranſactions of the ſeveral pr rice 
7 of PENSYLVANIA” (including P#1taDELPHIA),. NRW. Tonk, 
= 8 e eee NxwW]¾ ‚ ENT, c See From the Com- 
mauencement of the War in theſe Parts; particularly, thoſe rela- 
ki WE tive ro the ined Attack on CROWN. Porr and Nias aka- 


* 


# 


: Had; art accurate nd Gceinct Detail, of the Operations of FEE 
Ws FRENCH and Enc115n Farces, ar the 11 of OSWEGO. 
| where the AuTHOR was: wounded and taken Priſoner ; and 
being afterwards ſent to ENGLAND, was, on his Arad at 8 
e, 2 AS 3 of r FURTHER, Service... 55 Vo 
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1 5 4 HE following ſbort Tract is humbly offer'd to 
FR + the Public, in Hopes of gaining by their gene- 
1 Vous Contribution in the Sale thereof, a ſmall Mat- 
ter, to enable me to ſettle in ſome Induſtrious Way, 
sud provide in my old Age againſt the Malevolence 
of Fortune; who hitherto, for the Space of twenty= 
eight Tears, hath with her Smiles and Erowns al. 
ternately chequer d my Life. My Situation, after 
my Arrival in America, was not, I confeſs, unhappy, 
"till the Tear 1754, when the Indians began their 
Depredations in the Province of Penſylvania; but, 
| fince that Time, the Reader will find few happy 
Minutes to have been in my Peſſe ion. Could Ile 
re. inſtated in the like Circumſtances, I enjoyed be- 
fore, my utmoſt Wiſhes would be obtained. Thot- 
ſands, who have gone to theſe Parts, have met 
| with more unpleaſing Fortune than myſelf; many 
(who are not kidnapp'd as I was) being ignorant 
what Meaſures to take, on going thither, contract 
 themſetves with 2 Merchant or Factor here, to 
ſerve a certain Number of Tears in the Plautati- 
ons, where, when arrived, they often meet with _ 
2 bad, and I may ſay, cruel Maſters; through 
whoſe barbarous Treatment, they are often induced 
to elope, to avoid Servitude, or (more properly) Sla- 
very under ſuch Tyramts. If this happens, their 
Caſe is worſe, for they are almoſt certain of. being 


| T nam 
taten again, as none are allowed to travel without 
a Paſs; ald then, for vuery Day the baus bem 
_ abſent, they muſt afier. the Expiration of their Con- 
tralt, ſerve a Week, and pay ſuch Sums of Money 
as hg N „ fon taking aud brings 
bem k, af ſerve 1 17 Zim) in FS 
thereof. But, thoſe, who go at their own Fxpence, 
find it much more to their Satisfattion and N 
For as ſoon a they arrive, they. are ſure of Em- 
ployment, e Tradeſien im any Branch, 
at great Wages in all Parts of Penſylvania, and , 
the other Provinces. Too ee ee 


„ 
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Fan go to better their Fortunes, and have 

Money enough to enable them to live there without 
Service, they are almoſt ſure, with Induſtry, to 
brain their Ends; for, in whatever Place they 
|. firſt reſide, there, have they a Settlement, by the 
Tas of the ſeveral Provinces; and Land may 

be obtained very cheap, as Thouſands of Acres near 

| all our Settlements ſtill lie uncultivated, that with 
ſeome Trouble, and little Expence, may be made to 

: produc? all Sorts of Gram in great Plenty. This they 
ell to the Weſt-India Merchants, and in Times. o 
Peace, to the French, for Rum, Sugar, Blankets, 
and Cloathing of all Sorts, which they again ex- 
change with the Indians for Deer-shins, and Furs 
0 40 Kinds, to great Advantage; and ſuch Trade q 
ſeldom fails, in a ow Tears, of gratifymg tb 
mnoſt avaritious in vheir Thirſt after Meal. 
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Fr RENCH and PLA Cruelty 


SM, H E Reader is not here to expect a 


i E T N large and uſeleſs Detail of the Tranſ- 


A 


. 4 actions of late Vears, in that Part of the 


Nee World, where, ever ſince my Infancy, 


it has been my Misfortune to have lived. Was it 
ia my Power indeed, to ſet off with pompous Dic- 
tion, and embelliſh with artificial Deſcriptions, what 


has fo ingroſſed the Attention of Europe, as well 
as the Scenes of Action for ſome Years paſt, per- 


haps I might; but, my poor Pen, being wholly 
unfit for ſuch a Task, and never otherwiſe em- 


ployed than juſt for my own Affairs and Amuſe- 


ment, while I had the Pleaſure of living tranquit” 
and undiſturbed ; I muſt beg Leave to deſiſt from 
tuch an Attempt ; and if ſuch is expected from 
me, claim the Indulgenee of that Pardon which is 
never refuſed to thoſe incapacitated of performing 
what may be deſired of then. And, as a plain, 
impartial, and ſuccinct Narrative of my own Life 
and various Vici ſſitudes of Fortune, is all I ſhall 
aim at, | ſhall herein confine myſelf to plain ſim- 
ple Truth, and, in the Dictates, reſulting from an 


XZ honeſt Heart, give the Reader no other Entertain- 
ment than whit {hall be Matter of Fact; and of 


ſuch Things as have actually happened to me, or 
B come 


* 


Ns 


\ * 
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come to my own Knowledge, in the Sphere of 


Life, in which it has been my Lot to be placed. 
Not, but I hope. I may be allowed, now and then, 
to carry on my Narrative from the Informations 1 
may hayę received of ſuch Things as relate to my 


Peligir *tho' they have not been done or tranſacted 
* . my Preſence. 


It being shu in e like this, to g ve 
& ſhort le of the Author's Birth R 


and juvenile Exploits, the ſame being look d 


upon as a neceſſary, or at leaſt ſatisfactory Piece of 
Information to the curious and inquiſitive Reader; 
I ſhall, without boaſting of a Family I am no way 
intitled to, or recounting Adventures in my Youth, 


to which I was intirely a Stranger, in a ſhort Man- 
ner, will gratify ſuch Curioſity; not expecting, 9 


ſaid before, to be admired for that Elegance of Stile 


and Profuſion of Words, ſo univerſally made uſe of 
in the Details and Hiſtories of thoſe Adventurers, 
who have of late Years. obliged the World with 
their: Anecdotes and Memoirs; and which have 
had ſcarce any other Exiſtence than in the Brains 
of a Bookſeller's or- Printer's Gærretteer; who, 
from fewer Incidents, and leſs ſurprizing Matter 
than will be found in this ſhort Narrative, have 
| been, and are daily enabled, to ſpin and work out 
their elaborate Performances to three or four Vo- 
* James. That I, like them, publiſh this for Sup- 
Port, is true. but as I am too ſenſible, the major 
Part of Mankind will give much more to a Book- 
ſeller, to be in the Faihion, or ſatisfy their Curio- 
_ Sy, in having or reading a new puff d- off. Hiſtory 
or def than to a real — of Diſtreſs, for an 
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Of PETER WILLIAMSON. 3. 
accurate and faithful Account of a Series of Misfor- 
tunes, I have thought it more adviſcable to confine 
1 myſelf as to Size and Price, than by making a 
larger Volume mils that Aſſiſtance and Relief, of 

which I at preſent; am in ſo hoon Needs. 


- Know, thackes: that I was bor: within ry, 1 
Miles of the Town of Aberdeen, in the North 
Scotland; if not of rich, vet of reputable Parents, 
who ſupported me in the beſt Manner they could, 

as long as they had the Happineſs of having me 
under their Inſpection; but fatally for me, and to 
their great Grief, as it afterwards proved, I was 
ſent to live with an Aunt at Aberdeen, where, at 
eight Years of Age, playing on the Ka „„ with 
others of my Companions, being of a ſtout robuſt 
Conſtitution, I was taken Notice of by two Fel- 
lows belonging to a Veſſel in the Harbour, em- 
pPloyed (as the Trade then was) by ſome of the 
Worthy Merchants of the Town, inthat villainous 
and execrable Practice, call'd Kidnaſ ping; that is, 
ſtealing young Children from their Parents and fels 
ling them as Slaves in the Plantations - abroad; 
Being mark d out by thoſe Monfters of Impicty a8 

5 chal” Prey, I was eafily cajoled on board the Slup 

by them, where I was no ſooner got, than they 

conducted me between the Becks, to ſome others 
rhey had kidnapped in the ſame Manner. At that 

Tie, Thad no Senfe of the Fate that was deſtind 

for me, and ſpent the Hime in childii Amuſements 

with my fellow Sufferers in the Steerage, being 
never ſafer d to go upon Deck hilſt the Mefleb 
lay in the Harbour; whicly was: till ſuch Tini ap 
my had got in their Loading, with.d Complement! 

85 8 1 
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of unhappy Youths for carrying on their wicked 
Commerce. | 1 e „ 


In about a Month's Time the Ship ſet fail for 
America. The Treatment we met with, and the 
trifling Incidents which happen'd during the Voy- 
age, I hope I may be excus'd from relating, as not 


being, at that Time, of an Age ſufficient to remark 
any Thing more then what muſt occur to every one 
on ſuch an Occaſion. However, I cannot forget, 


that when we arrived on the Coaſt, we were deſ- 
tin'd for, a hard Gale of Wind ſprung up from the 
S. E. and to the Captain's great Surprize, (he not 
thinking he was near Land) having been but eleven 
Weeks on the Paſſage; about 12 o'Clock at Night 


the Ship ſtruck on a Sand-bank, off Cape May, 


near the Capes of  De-la-ware, and to the great 


Terror and Affright of the whole Ship's Company, 
in a ſmall Time, was almoſt full of Water. The Boat 
was then hoiſted out, into which the Captain and 
his fellow Villains, the Grew, got with ſome Diffi- 


culty, leaving me and my deluded Companions to 
periſn; as they then muſt naturally conclude ine- 
vitable Death to be our Fate. Often in my Diſ- 
treſſes and Miſeries ſince, have I wiſh'd that ſuch 


had been the Conſequence, when in a State of Inno- 
© gence! but Providence thought proper to reſerve 
mee for future Trials of it's Goodneſs. Thus aban- 

-  don'd and deſerted, without the leaſt Proſpect of 


Relief, but threaten'd every Moment with Death, 


did theſe Villains leave us. The Cries, the Shrieks, 


and 'Tears of a Parcel of Tnfants had no Effe& on, 
ar caus d the leaſt Remorſe, in the Breaſts of theſe 


- mercileſs Wretches. Scarce can I ſay, to which to 


* 
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give the Preſerence; whether, to ſuch as theſe, who 
have had the Opportunity of knowing the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, or to the Savages herein after de- 
ſcrib'd, who profane not the Goſpel, or boaſt of 
Humanity; and, if they act in a more brutal and 
butcherly Manner, yet 'tis to their Enemies, for 
the Sake of Plunder and the Rewards offered them; 
ſor their Principles are alike; the Love of ſordid 
| Gain is in both the ſame Motive. The Ship, being 
on a Sand-bank, which did not give Way to let 
her fink deeper, we lay in the ſame deplorable 
Condition till Morning; when, tho' we ſaw the 
= Land of Cape May, at about a Mile's Diſtance, we 
Eknew not what would be our Fate. 
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The Wind at length abated, and the Captain 
(unwilling to loſe all his Cargo) about 10 o'Clock, 
: {ent ſome of his Crew in a Boat to the Ship's Side 
t do bring us on Shore, where we lay, in a Sort of a 
i Camp, made of the Sails of the Veſſel, and ſuch 
0 
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other Things as they could get. The Proviſions 
laſted us till we were taken in by a Veſſel bound 


Y to Philadelphia; lying on this Iſland, as well as I 
— can recollect, near three Weeks. Very little of the 
h Cargo was ſaved undamaged, and the Veſſel, tho” 
* repaired as well as the Hands were able, was never 
e fit for Sea again. | 10 | + 


When arrived and landed at Philadelphia, the 
Capital of Penſylvania, the Captain had ſoon 
People enough who came to buy us. He makin 
the moſt of his villainous Loading, after his Diſaſ- 
ter, ſold us at about 164. per Head. What be- 
came of my-unhappy Companicns, I never knew; . 
* „ Fs : WOE but — 


moſt 
Stories high, and W harfs are numerous and con ve- 


Gardens belonging to them. 
5 them keeping their RY Sc. In the Centre 
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but i it was my Lot to be fold to one of my C6urz 
trymen, a North. Briton, for the Term of ſeven 


Years, who had in his Youth undergone the ſame 


Fate as myſelf; having been kidnapped from St. 
Fohnſtoun in Siotland, As I ſhall often have Oc-. 
caſion to mention Philadelphia during the Courſe 
of my Adventures, I ſhall in this Place give a ſhort. 
and conciſe Deſcription of the fineſt City in Ame- 
rica, and one of the beſt laid out in the World. 
This City would have deen a Capital fit for an 
Empire, had it been built and inhabited according 
to the Proprictor's Plan. Conſidering it's late 
Foundation, tis a large City, and moſt commodi- 
ouſly ſituated between the De-/a-ware and Schuyl- 
Kill, two navigable Rivers. The former being two 


Miles broad, and navigable 300 Miles tor ſmall 


Veſſels. It ends in length two Miles from one 


River to the other. There are eight long Streets 
two Miles in Length, cut at right Angles by fix- 
teen others, of one Mile in Length, all ſtrait and 


ſpacious. The Houſcs are ately. very numerous, 
(being near 3000), and ſtill increaſing, and all car- 


4 ried on regularly according to the firft Plan, It 
has two Pronts on the Water, one on the Eaſt- ſide 
facing the & huν¹ᷣill, and that on the Weſt facing 


the De-la- ware. The Schuyllill being navigable 
800 Miles above the Falls, the Eaftern Part 18s 
pulous, where the Ware-houſes, ſome three 


All the Houſes have large Orchards and 
The Merchants that 


relide here are numerous and wealthy, many of 


nient. 


of 
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of the City there is a Space of ten Acres, whereon 
are built the State-houſe, Market-houſe, and 
School-houſe. The former is built of Prick, and 
has a Priſon under it. The Streets have their 
Names from the ſeveral Sorts of Timber common 
in Penſylvania; as Mulberry-ſtreet, Saſſafras- 
fſrreet, Cheſnut-ſireet, Fehr. and Ceaar-/ſireet. 
Chriſt s-Ghurch is the oldeſt, and has a numerous 
Congregation ; but. the 2 Part of the Inhabi- 
tants, being at firſt Quakers, ſtill continue ſo, who 
have ſeveral Meeting-bouſes, and may not impro- 
perly be called the Church, as by Law eſtablith'd, 

being the Originals. The Kay is beautiful, * 
200 Feet ſquare, to which a Ship of 200 Tons may 
lay her Broad-fide. As the Advantages this City may 
'E boaſt of, has rendered: it one of the beſt trading 
| Towns out of the Britiſſß Empire; ſo in all proba- 
bility it will increaſe in Commerce. and Riches, if 
not prevented by party Faction and religions Feuds, 
which of late Years have made it ſuffer conſiderably, 
The Aſſemblies and Courts of Judicature are held 
here as in all Capitals. The French have no om 
like it in all America. ; D 


Happy was my Tot in n falling into my Conn 
tryman's Power, as he was, contrary to many 
others of his Calling. a humane, worthy, honeſt 
Man. Having no Children of his own, and com- 
miſerating my unhappy Condition; he took great 
Care of me till 1 was fit for: Buſineſs; and 
| about the 12th Year of my Age ſet me about lit- 
tle Trifles; in which State I continued till my 14th - 
Year, when 1 was. more fit for. harder Work. Du- 
ring tuch my idle State, ſeeing my fellow Servants 


* 
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often reading and writing, it incited in me an Inclina- 
tion to learn, which I intimated to my Maſter, 
telling him, I ſhould be very willing to ſerve a 


Lear longer, than the Contract by which [ was 
bound obliged me, if he would indulge me in go- 


ing to School; this he readily agreed to, ſaying, 
That Winter would be the. beſt Time. It being 
then Summer, I waited with Impatience for the 
other Seaſon; but to make ſome Progreis in my 
Deſign, I got a Primer and learnt as much from 
my fellow Servants as I could. At School, where 


I went every Winter for five Years, I made a tole- 


rable Proficiency, and have ever ſince been impro- 


ving myſelfat leiſure Hours. With this good Maſter, 


J continued till L was ſeventeen Y ears old, when bi 


died, and as a Reward for my faithful Service, left 


me 200 J. Currency, which was then about 120 /, 
Sterling, his beſt Horſe, Saddle, and all his wear- 


ing Apparel. . 


Being now my own Maſter, having Money in 


my Pocket, and all other Neceſſaries, { employed 
myſelf in jobbiog about the Country, working for 


any that would employ me, for near ſeyen Years; 


when thinking I had Money ſufficient to follow, | 
ſome better Way of Life, I reſolved to ſettle; 
but thought one Step neceſſary therera, as to 
be married; for which | Purpoſe, I applied to 


the Daughter of a ſubſtantial Planter, and found 
my Suit was not unacceptable to her, or her Fa- 
ther, ſo that Matters were ſoon concluded upon, 


and we married. My Father-in-law, in order to 


eſtabliſh us in the World, in an eaſy, if not affluent 


4 1 made me a Deed of Gift of a Track of 


Tand | 
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Of PETER WILLIAMSON. 9 
Land that lay (unhappily for me, as it has ſince 
proved) on the Frontiers of the Province of Pen- 
= /ylovania, near the Forks of De-la-ware, in Berks 
County, containing about 200 Acres, 30 of which _ 
were well cleared and fit for immediate Uſe, where- 
on was a good Houſe and Barn. The Place pleat- 
ing me well, I ſettled on it; and though it coſt 
me the major Part of my Money in buying Stock, 
Honſhold Furniture, and Implements for out-door 
| Work; and happy as I was in a good Wiſe, yet 
did my Felicity laſt me not long: For about the 


ear 1754, the Indians, in the French Intereſt, _ 
" KR who had for a long Time before ravaged and de- 
' WR fliroyed other Parts of America, unmoleſted, T 
) may very properly tay, began now to be very 
8 troubleſome on the Frontiers of our Province, 
- where they generally appeared in ſmall skulking 
Parties, with yellings, ſhoutings, and antic Pots... 


tures, inſtead of Trumpets and Drums; commit= 
ting great Devaſtations. The Tenſy/vanians little 
imagined at firſt, that the Indiaus guilty of ſuch 
Outrages and Violences were ſome of thoſe who 
pretended to be in the Eneh/b Intereſt; which 
alas! proved to be too true to many of us: For 
like the French. in Europe, without Regard to 
Faith of Treaties, they ſuddenly break out into + 
furious rapid Ontrages and Devaſtations, but ſoon 
retire precipitately, Laving no Stores or Proviſions | 
but what they meet with in their Incurſions; ſome 
indeed carry a Bag with Biſcuit, or Indian Corn 
therein, but not unleſs they have a long March to 
if tiicir deſtin'd Place of Action. And thoſe French, 
= who were ſent to diſpoſſeſs us in that Part of the 
World, being indefatigable in their Duty, and con- 
J tinuallß 


| - 


BY Barbaritics daily committed by 
and are not to be parallel'd in all the Volumes of 
Hiſtory ! Scarce did a Day p 


3 
— 
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. The ; Rs $ 'F 4 
tinvally contriving, and uſing all manner of Ways 
and Means to win the Indians to their Intereſt, 


many of whom had been too negligent, and ſome- 


times, I may fay, cruelly treated by. thefe who pre- 


tended to be their Protectors and Friends, found it no 


very difficult Matter to get over to their Intereſt, 


many who. belong'd to thoſe Nations in Amity 


Vith us: Eſpecially as the Rewards they gave 
them were ſo great; they paying for Every Scalp 


of an Engliſh Perſon 157. Sterling. 


to human Nature, were 
the Savages, 


"Fergble oy ſhocking 


aſs. but ſome unhap- 
py.. Family or other fell Victims to French Chi- 


os canery and Savage Cruelty. Terrible, indeed! 
3 proved to me, as well as to many others; I that 
Was now happy in an eaſy State of Life, bleſſed 
With an affectionate and tender Wife, who 1 was poſ- 
ſeſſed of all amiable Qualities to enable me to go 
tho this World with that Peace and Serenity of 
Mind, which every Chriſtian wiſhes to poſſeſs, be- 
came on a ſudden one of the moſt unhappy, and 


deplorable of Mankind; ſcarce can I ſuſtain the 


Shock which for ever recoils. on me, at thinking on - 


the laſt Time of ſeeing that good Woman; the 
fatal 2d of October, 1754; te that Day went 


from home, to viſl t ſome of her Relations; as 1 
Maid up later than uſual, expecting her Return, none 
being! in the Houſe, beſides: myſelf, how great was | 
my Surprize, Terror and Affright, when about. 
11 O Clock at Night, I heard the diſmal War-cry, 

or War-whoop of the as) which they make 

on 


1 
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on ſuch Occaſions, and may be expreſs d, Waach, 
woach, ha, ha, hach, woach, and to my inex- 
preſſi ble Grief, ſoon found my Houſe was attack'd 
by them; T flew to the Chamber-window, and 
perceived them to be twelve in Number. They 
making ſeveral. Attempts to come in,. I asked them 
what they wanted? they gave me no Anſwer, but 
continued beating, and trying. to get the Door 
open, Judge then the Condition I muſt be in, 
knowing the Cruelty and mercileſs Diſpoſition of 
thoſe Savages, ſhould I fall into their Hands. Fo 
eſcape. which dreadſul Misfortune, having my Gun 
laaded in my Hand, I threaten'd them with Death, 
if they ſhould not deſi ſt. But how vain and fruitleſs 
are 0 Efforts of one Man againſt the united Force 
of ſo many! and of ſuch mercileſs, undaunted, and 
blood-thixſty Monſters as I had here to deal with. 
One of them that could ſpeak a little Enelifh, 


Te threaten' d me in return, That if I did not come 


© out, they would burn me. alive. in the Houle.” 

Telling me farther, what I unhappily perceived; 
That they were no Friends to the Eugliſi, bur if T 
© would come out and furrender myſelf Priſoner, 
« they would not kill me” My Terror and Dil 
traction at hearing this is not to be expreſſed . 
Words, nor caſily imagin'd by any Perſon, unleſs 
in the fame Co:\d? tion. Little could I depend on 
| the Promiſes of ſuch Creatures; and yet, if I did 
not, inevitable Death, by being burnt alive maſt 
be my Lot.. Diſtracted as L was in ſuch deplorable 
Circumſtances, I choſe to rely on the Uncertainty 
of their fallacious Promiſes, rather than meet with 
certain Death by rej2Qing them; and accordingly. | 

went out of my Houſe, with my Gua in my Hand, 
1 C2 e not 
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my Eyes. TheBarbariansnot ſatisfied with this, ſet 
Fire to my Barn, Stable, and Outhouſes, wherein 
were about 200 Buſhels of Wheat, ſix Cows, four 
Horſes, and five Sheep, which underwent the ſame 
Fate, being all intirely conſumed to Aſhes. Du- 
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the Remembrance thereof. 
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not knowing what T did, or that T had it. Imme- 
diately on my Approach they ruſhed on me, like 
fo many Tygers, and inſtantly diſarmed me. Ha- 
ving me thus in their Power, the mercileſs Villains 


bound me to a Tree near the Door; they then 
went into the Houſe and plundered and deſtroyed. 

every Thin 
Moveables they could; the reſt, together with the 


there was in it, carrying off what 


Houſe, which they ſet Fire to, was conſumed before 


ring the Conflagration, to deſcribe the Thoughts, 
the Fears, and Miſery that I felt, is utterly impoſ- 
fible, as tis even now to mention what 


Having thus finiſh'd the execrable Buſineſs, a- 
bout which they came, one of the Monſters came 
to me with a Tomahawk * in his Hand, threaten- 


ing me with the worſt of Deaths if I would not 
_ willingly go with them, and be contented with 


their Way of Living, This I ſeemingly agreed 


to, promiſing to do every Thing for them that 
lay in my Power; truſting to Providence for 
the Time when I might be deliver d out 


of their 


* A Tomahawk, is a Kind of Hatchet, made ſomething like 


our Plaiſterers Hammers, about two Feet long, Handle and all. ; 


To take up the Hatchet (or Tomahawk) among them, is to de- 


clare War, They generally uſe it after firing their Guns, by 


ruſhing on their Enemies, and fracturing or cleaving their 
Scully with it, and very ſeidom fail of killing at the firſt Blow. 


I feel at 


Hands, 
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Hands. Upon this they untied me, and gave me 
a great Load to carry on my Back, under which 1 
travelled all that Night with them, full of the moſt 
terrible Apprehenſions, and oppreis'd with the 
greateſt Anxiety of Mind, left my unhappy Wite 
ſhould likewiſe have fallen a Prey ro theſe cruel 
Monfters. At Day-break, my infernal Maſters 
ordered me to lie down my Load, when tying my 
Hands again round a Tree with a ſmall Cord, they 
forced the Blood out at my Fingers Ends. They 
then kindled a Fire near the Tree whereto L was 
bound, which fill'd me with the moſt dreadful 
Agonies concluding T was going to be made a Sa- 
= crifice to their Barbaritx. 9 


This Narrative, O Reader! may ſeem dry and 
tedious to you: My Miſeries and Misfortunes, 
great as they have been, may be conſider'd only as 
what others have daily met with for Years paſt; 
pet, on Reflection, you cant't help indulging me 
in the Recital of them: For to the Unfortunate 
and Diftreſs'd, recounting our Miſeries, is, in ſome 
Dort, an Alleyiation of them. * | 


Permit me therefore to proceed; not by recount- 
3X ing to you the deplorable Condition I then was in, 
ſor that is more than can be deſcribed to you, by 
one who thought of nothing leis than being imme 
diately put to Death in the moſt excruciating Man- 
ner theſe Devils could invent. The Fire being 
thus made, they for ſome Time danced round me 
after their Manner, with various odd Mot ions and 
gantic Geſtures, whooping, hollowing, and crying, 
in a frightful Manner, as is their Cuſtom. | Having 
Jr. ³·1· ¹i 
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ſatisfied les in this Sort of their Mirth they N 
proceeded. in a more tragical Manner; taking the 
burning Coals and Sticks, flaming with Fire at the 
Ends, holding them to my Face, Head, Hands, 
and Feet, with a deal of monſtrous Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction; and at the ſame Time threatening to 
burn me intirely, if I made the leaſt Noiſe or 
cried out: Thus tortur d as I was, almoſt to Death, 

I ſuffered their brutal Pleaſure without being al- 
lowed to vent my inexpreſſible Anguiſh otherwiſe 
than by ſhedding ſilent Tears; even which, when 
- theſe inhuman Tormentors obſery 'd, with a thock- 
ing Pleaſure. and Alacrity, they would take freſh 
Coals, and apply near my Eyes, telling me my 

Face was wet, and that they would dry it for me, 
which indeed they cruelly did. How, I under- 
went theſe Tortures I have here faintly deſcribed, 

has been Matter of Wonder to me many Times; 


but God enabled me to wait with more.than com- 


mon Patience fora Deliverance I daily, pray d for. 


e at length ſatisfied their brutal Pleaſure, - | 
they fat down round the Fire, and roafted hate” 

Meat, of which they had robb'd my Dwelling. 
When they had prepared it and ſatisfied their vo- 
racious Appetites, they offer d ſome to me; tho 
it is eaſily imagin'd I had but little Appetite to 
eat after the Tortures and Miſeries I had under- 
gone; yet, was I forced to ſeem pleas d with what 3 
they fer d me, leſt by refuſing it, they had again 
reaſſum'd their helliſh Practices. What I could 4 
not eat, I contriv'd to get between the Bark and 
the Tree, where I was fix'd, they having unbound | 
* (var pal they imagin'd 1 had eat all they, 8 
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of my unhappy fellow Creatures. 
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gave me; But. then, they again bound me as be- 
fore; ; in which deplorable Condition was I forced 
to continue all that Day. When the Sun was ſet, 
they put out the Fire and cover'd the Aſhes with 
Leaves, as is their uſual Cuſtom, that the white 
People might not diſcover any Traces or Sicut of 


their having been there. 


Thus had theſe barbarous Wette finiſh'd 


their firſt diabolical Piece of Work ; arid ſhocking 
as it may ſeem to the humane Enghſb Heart, yet 


what I underwent, was but trifling, in Compariſon - 
to the Torments and Miſeries which 1 was after- 
wards an Eye Witneſs of being inflicted on others 


a 
: \ & 
43 : 


Going from thenge along by the | Ribs Suſi ue. 


hana, for the Space of ſix Miles, loaded as I was 
before, we arrived at a Spot tear the Apalatian 


Mountains, or Blue Hills, where they hid their 
Plunder under Logs of Wood. — And, oh, thock- 
ing to relate! ſrom thence did theſe helliſh Mon- 
ſters proceed to a neighbouring Houſe, occupied 
by one Jacob Snider and his unhappy Family, 


conkiſting” of his Wife, five Children, and 'a 
young Man his Servant. They ſoon got 'Admit- 
tance into the unfortunate Man's Houſg, where 
they immediately, without the leaſt Remorſe, and 


with more than brutal ner, ſealpa ＋ the ten- 
der 


0. Seeing is 1 off the Skin from the Top of the Head ; ; 


=E - which they perform with a long Knife that they hang rocud 


their Neck, and always carry with them. They cut the Skin 
round as much of. the Head as they think proper, ſometimes 
quite 


_s 1 The 2 Yy F FD 
det Parents and the unhappy Children: N or . could 
the Tears, the Shrieks, or Cries of theſe unhappy 
Victims prevent their horrid Maſlacre : For having 
thus ſcalp'd them, and plunder'd the Houſe of 
4625 Thing that was moveable, they ſet Fire to 


the ſame, where the poor Creatures met their final 
Doom amidſt the Flames, the helliſh Miſcreants 


| | ffanding at the Door, or as near the Huute as the 
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Flames would permit them, rejoicing, and echoing 
back in their diabolical Manner, the piercing 
Crics, heart-rending Groans, and parental and af- 
8 Soothings, which iflued from this moſt 
horrid Sacrifice of an innocent Family. Sacrifice! 
I think I may properly call it, to the aggrandizing 
the Ambition of a King „who wrongly ſtiles hin. 
ſelf Moſt Chriſtian. oy had theſe Savages been 
never tempted with the alluring Bait of all-power- 
ful Gold, myſelf. as well as hundreds of others, 
might Rill = lived moſt happily in our Stations, 
If Chriſtians Countenance, nay, hire thoſe Wret- 
ches, to live in a continual Repetition of Plunder, 
| Rapine, Murder, and Conflagration, in vain, are 
Miſſionaries ſent, or Sums expended for the Propa- 
- gation of the Goſpel. But, theſe Seutiments. 
with many others, muſt before the End of this 
Narrative eur to every humane Heart, —There- 
5 | tore 


quite ron * the Neck and- Ponte then a it in | their 
Fingers and pluck it off, and often leave the unhappy Cre.tures 
ſo ſerv'd to die in a moſt miſerable Manner. Some who are 
not cut too deep in the Temples or Scull, live in horrid Lor- 
ments many Hours, and ſometimes a Day or two after. The 
Scalps, or Skins thus taken off, they preſerve and carry home 


in Triumph, where they receive, as 1s . N a Condens 
dle n tor every one. pr 1 
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fore to proceed; Not contented with what theſe 
Infernals had already done, they ſtill continued 
their inordinate Villainy, in making a general 
Conflagration of the Barn and Stables, together, 
Vith all the Corn, Horſes, ns and every Thing 
on the Place. 


Thinking 5 young! Man e toxthis: uns 
happy Family, would be of ſome Service to them, 
in carrying Part of their helliſh-acquir'd Plunder, 
they ſpared fac Life, and loaded him and myſelf 
= with what they had here got, and again Ks oe: 


as before. My fellow Sufferer could not long bear 
the cruel rt which we were both obliged 
to ſuffer, and complaining bitterly to me, of his 
being unable to proceed any farther, I endea- 
$ vourd to conſole. him, as much as lay in my 
Power, to bear up under his Afflictions, and wait 
| with Patience, 'till by the Divine Aft ſtance, we 
ſhould be delivered out of their Clutches ; but all 
ia vain, for he ſtill continued his Moans and Tears, 
Which one of the Savages perceiving, as we travelld 
Jon, inſtantly came up to us, and with his Toma- 
7 hawk, gave him a Blow on the Head, which fell 
the unhappy Vouth to the Ground, where thex ; 
immediately ſcalh d and left him. The Suddenneſs. 
of this Murder, ſhock'd me to that Degree, that E. 
vas in a Manner like a Statue, being quite motion- 
ess, expecting my Fate would ſoon be the ſame: 
However, recovering my diſtracted Thoughts, I 
Y diſſembled the Uncaſineſs and Avguiſh which 1 
A elt as well as I could from the Barbarians; but 


D 3 


to the Blue- 445 where, they ſtowed their Goods 


Will, Hep was the Terror I was under, that for ſome ar 


18 e * iP be E 
Time, I ſearce knew the Days of the Week, or what 
1 did; ſo that at this Period, Life did:- indeed, 


become a Burthen to me, and 1 regretted my being | 
_ faved from my firſt Perſecutors, the Sailors. | 


The 3 Fact being compleated, they kept | 
on their Courſe near the Mountains, where they 
lay skulking four or five e rejoicing at the 
Plunder =, Store they had get. When Proviſi- 
ons became ſcarce, they made theirs Way towards 
_ Suſquehana ; where, ſtill to add to the many Barba- 


lities they had already committed, paſling near ano- 


ther Houſe, inhabited by an unhappy. old Man, 
| Whoſe Name was John Adams, with his Wife and 
four ſmall Children; and meeting with no Reſiſ- 
tance, they immediately ſcalßſd the unhappy Wife, 
and her four Children, before the good old Man's 
Eyes. Inhuman and horrid as this was ! it did not 

ſat iate them; for, when they had murder'd the poor 
Woman, they acted with her in ſuch a brutal Man- 
ner, as Decency, or the Remembrance of the Crime, 
. will not permit me to mention; and this even, be- 
_ fore the unhappy Husband ; who, not being able 
to avoid the Sight, and incapable of affording her 
the leaſt Relief, intreated them to put an End to 
his miſerable Being; but they were as deaf, and 
regardleſs to the Tears, Prayers, and Intreaties, of 
this venerable Sufferer, as they had been to thoſe of 
the others, and proceeded in their helliſh Purpoſe of 
burning and deftroying his Houſe, Barn, Corn, 
Hay, Cattle, and every Thing the poor Man, a A 

_ few Hours before, was Maſter of. Having ſaved 
what they thought proper from the Flames, they 


. the old 1 010 feeble, NOOR and in the miſe- 
Fable 
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rable Condition he then was, as well as myſelf, 
Burthens to carry, and loading themſelves likewiſe, 
with Bread and Meat, purſued their Journey on 
towards the Great Swamp where, being arrived, 
they lay for eight or nine Days, ſometimes diver- 
ting themſelves, in exerciſing the moſt atrocious 
and barbarous Cruelties on their unhappy Victim, 
the old Man: Sometimes they would ſtrip him na- 
= kcd, and paint him all over with various Sorts of 
„ Colours, which they extracted, or made from Herhs 
and Roots: At other Times they'd pluck the white 

. Hairs from his yenerable Head, and tauntingly 
tell him, He was a Fool for living ſo long, and 
that they ſhould fhew him Kindneſs in putting him 
out of the World; to all which, the poor Creature 
could only vent his Sighs, his Tears, his Moans, 
and Intreaties, that to my affrighted Immagination, 
were enough to penetrate a Heart of Adamant, 
and ſoften the moſt obdurate Savage. In vain, alas? 
were all his Tears, for daily, did "they tire them 
ſelves with the various Means they tried to tor- 
meut him; ſometimes tying him to a Tree, and whi 
ping bim, at others, ſcorching bis furrow d Cheeks, 
WW with red-hot Coals, and burning his Legs, quite to 
the Knees : But the good old Soul, inftead of repining, 
or wickedly arraigning the Divine Juſtice, like 
many others, in ſuch Caſes; even in the greateſt 
Agonies, inceſſantly offer'd up his Prayers to the 
= Almighty, with the moſt ſervent Thankſgivings 
WE for his former Mercies, and hoping the Flames, 
W then ſurrounding and burning his aged Limbs, 
would ſoon ſend him to the bliſsſul Manſions of 
che Juſt, to be a Partaker of the Bleſſings there. 
= And, Faxing ſuch his pious Ejaculations, his infer» > 
=: CR e 
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Plantation, underwent the ſame Fate. 
The Houſe, Mill, Barn, twenty Head of Cattle, 
mow Teens of Horſes, and N DIG belonging 
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ol Plagues would - come round him, mimicking 
his heart-rending Groans, and pitcous Wailings. 
One Night after hey had been thus tormented, - 


whilſt he and I were ſitting together, condoling 


n eich other at the Misfortunes and Miſeries we 
daily ſuffered, twenty-five other Indians arrived, 
bringing with them twenty Scalps and three Prifo- 


ners. who had unhappily fallen into their Hands 
in Cannocojigge, a: fmall Town near the River 
- Suſquehanna, chiefly inhabited by the 1riſh. Theſe 
Priſoners gave us ſome ſhocking Accounts of. the 
Murders and Devaſtations committed in their Parts. 
The various and complicated Actions of theſe Bar- 
barians would intirely fill a large Volume; but 

what I have already written, with a few other In- 
ſtances which I ſhall ſelect from their Information, 
vill enable the Reader to gueſs at the horrid Treat- 
ment the Engliſb, and Indians, in their Intereſt, 
have ſaffered for Years paſt. I ſhall therefore only 
- mention in a brief Manner thoſe that ſuffer'd near 
the ſame Time with myſelf. This Party, who now 
Join d us, had it not, I found, in their Power, to 
begin their Wickedneſs as ſoon as thoſe who viſited 
my Habitation; the firſt of their Tragedies being 
on the 25th Day of October, 1754, when Jobn 
- Lewis, with his Wiſe, and three {mall Children, 

Fell Sacrifices to their Eruelty, and were miſerably 
ſcalp d and murder'd; his Houſe, Barn, and ever 

Thing he poſſeſſed, being burnt and deftroyed. On 
Jacob Mi lier, with his Wife, and ſix of 
his Family, together, with every Thing on his 
The zoth. 


ta 


Of PETER WILLIAMSON. 21 


g do the unhappy George Folke, met with the like 
_ Treatment, Himſelf, Wife, and all his miſerable 
d, Family, conſiſting of nine in Number, being in- 
ng WW bumanly ſcalp d, then cut in Pieces, and given to the 
ve Sine, whichdevour'd them. Iſhall give another In- 
d, ſtance of the numberleſs and unheard-of Barbarities 
ſo⸗ they related of theſe Savages, and proceed to their 
ds on tragical End. In ſhort; one of the ſubſtant ial 
ver Traders, belonging to the Province, having Buſi- 
eſe MW nels that call'd him, tome Miles up the Country, 
the fell into the Hands of theſe Devils, who not only 
Its. calb'd him, but immediately roaſted him, before 
3ar- be was dead; then like Canibals, for want of other 
bur Food, cat his whole Body, and of his Head, made 
In- what they call'd, an Indian Pudding. | | 
ion, e 1 1 
cat= From theſe few Inſtances of ſavage Cruelty, the 
reſt, deplorable Situation of the defenceleſs Inhabitants, 
only and what they hourly ſuffer'd in that Part of the 
near Globe, muſt ſtrike the utmoſt Horror to a human 
now Soul, and cauſe in every Breaft the utmoſt Deteſ- 
„ to tation, not only, againft the Authors of ſuch tra- 
ifited Sic Scenes, bur, againſt thoſe, who thro' Perfidy, 
being Inattention, or puſillanimous and erroneous Princi- 
John I ples, ſuffered theſe Savages at firſt, unrepell'd, or 
dren, (EVEN, unmolefted, to commit ſuch Outrages and in- 
rably {WE crcdible Depredations and Murders. For no Tor- 
every ments, no Barbarities that can be exercis'd on the 
d. On human Sacrifices, they get into their Power, are leſt 
fix of Nuntried or omitted, _ | . 
„C nn 5 . „ 
zoth. The three Priſoners that were brought with 
attle, I theſe additional Forces, conſtantly repining at 


nging 8 their Lot, and almoſtdead with their exccflive hard 
„„ ww Treatment, 
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5 6 ee at © laſt to make their Eſcape ; 
but being far from their own Settlements, and not 


knowing the Country, were ſoon after met by ſome : 


others of the Tribes, or Nations at War with us, 
and brought back to their diabolical Maſters, Wo 
greatly rejoiced at having them again in their inſer- 

nal Power. The poor Creatures, almoſt famiſhed + 

for want of Suſtenance, having had none during the, | 


Time of their Elopement ; were no ſooner in the 


Clutches of the Barbarians, than two of them were 
tied to a Tree, and a great Fire made round them, 


where they remained itil they were terribly {corch'd 


and burnt; when one of the Villians with his ſcalp- 

ing Knife, ript open their Bellies, took out 5 | 
. . Entrails, and burnt them before their Eyes, whilſt 
the others were cutting, piercing, and tearing the 
Fleſh from their Breaſts, Hands, Arms, and Legs, 
with red-hot Irons, till they were dead. -'The hid | 


unhappy Victim, was reſerved a few Hours longer, 
to be, if poſlible, lacrificed in a more cruel Manner; 


his Arms were tied cloſe to his Body, and a Hole 
beiog dug, deep enough for him to ſtand upright, 
be was put therein, and Earth ram'd, and beat in, 


all round his Bod y up to his Neck, ſo that his Head 


only appear d above Ground; they then ſcalp d 


him, and there let him remain for three or four 


Hours, in the greateſt Agonies; after which they 
made a ſmall Fire near his Head, cauſing him to 
ſiuffer the moſtexcruciating Torments immaginable; 
wWſhilſt the poor Creature could only cry for Mercy 


in killing him immediately, for his Brains were 


boiling in his Head: Inexorable to all his Plaints, 


they continued the Fire, whilſt, ſhocking to behold! 1 


2 5 his * er out of their Sockets; and ſuch 


X88 

3 5 

ta agonizing „ 
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7 agonizing Torments did the unhapp py Creature ſuf- 
fer for near two Hours, till he Was quite dead! 
They then cut off his Head, and buried it with 


the other Bodies; my Task being to dig the 


Graves, which feeble and terrified as I was, the 
Dread of ſuffering the ſame Fate enabled me to 
do. I ſhall not here take up the Reader's Time, in 
vainly attempting to deſcribe what J felt on ſuch 


an Occaſion, but continue my Narrative, | as more . 


equal to my Adilities. 


A great Snow now falling, the Barbarians were a 
little fearful, leſt the white People ſhould by their 
Traces, find out their sxulking Letras, ahi ob- 
liged them to make the beſt of tlieir Way to their 
Winter-Quarters, about 200 Miles farther from any 
Plantations or Inhabitants; where, after a long 
and painful Journey, being almoſt ſtarved, I arri- 
ved with this infernal Crew. The Place where we 
were to reſt, in their Tongue, is called, Mamingo. 
"There. I found a Number of Wigwams *, * full 
of their Women and Children. Dancing, ſinging, | 
and ſhooting, were. their general Amuſements. 
And in all their Feſtivals and Dances, they relate 
what Succeſſes they have had, and what Damages 
they have ſuſtained in their Expeditions : In which 
I now unhappily became Part of their Theme. Ihe 
Severity of the Cold increaſing, they ſtript me of 
my Cloaths for their OWL Ule, and gave me ſuch 

| e 


Fg 


= * n are the Dames 3 give their Houſes, 3 are 
no mote than little Huts, made with three or four förk'd Stakes, 
drove into the Ground, and cover'd with Deer or other Skins; 5 
or for want of Res with large Leaves and Earth, 
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as they akually wore themſelves, being a Piece of 
Blanket, and a Pair of Mogganes, or Shoes, with a. 
Yard of coarſe Cloth, to put round me inſtead of 
Breeches. To dekcribe their Dreſs and Manner of 
living may not be altogether unacceptable to ſome of 
my Readers, but as the Size of this Book will not 
permit me to be fo particular as I might otherwite 
be, I fhall gaft * as 
That they in mo: wear a White Blanket, 
ni in War. time they paint with various Figures : . 
but particularly the Leaves of Trees, in order to 
deceive their Enemies when in the Woods. Their 
Mogganes are made of Deer Skins, and the beſt 
Sort have them bound round the Edges with little 
Beads and Ribbands. On their, Legs they wear 
Pieces of blue Cloth for Stockings, ſomething like 
our Soldiers Spatter-daſhes; they reach higher than 


their Knees, but not lower than their Ancles; they 


eſteem them very eaſy to run in. Breeches they 
never wear, but inſtead thereof, two Pieces of 
Linen, one before and another behind. The bet - 


ter Sort have Shirts of the fineſt Linen they can 


get, and to thoſe ſome wear Ruffles; but theſe 
they never put on till they have painted them of 


various Colours, which they get from the Pecone 


Root, and Bark of Trees, and never pull tbem 
off to waſh, but wear them, till they fall in Pieces. 
They are very proud, and take great delight in 
wearing Trinkets; ſuch as Silver Plates round 
their Wriſts and Necks, with ſeveral Strings of 
Hampum (which is made of Cotton, interwove 


with Pebbles, Cockle-Shells, Sc.) down their 


: D's and from their Ears and Noſes they have 
5 ; Weg 
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or two.” The Men have, no. Beards, to prevent 
which, they uſe certain Inſtruments and Tricks 


as ſooh as it begins to grow. The Hair of their 


Heads is managed differently, ſome pluck out and 
deſtroy all, except a Lock hanging from the 
Crown of the Head, which they interweave with 


Wampum and Feathers of various Colours. The 


Women wear it very long, twiſted down theit 
Backs, with Beads, Feathers, and Wampum; and 
on their Heads moſt of them weay little, Coronets 


of Braſs or Copper; round their Middle they wear 


4 Blanket inſtead of a Petticoat. The Females 


are very chaſte and conſtant to their Husbands; 
and if any young Maiden ſhould happen to have a 


Child before Marriage, ſhe is never eſteemed aſter- 
wards, As for their Food, they get it chiefly by 
hunting and ſhooting, and boil; broil, or roaſt all 
the Meat they eat. Their Standing-diſh - conſiſts 
of Indiau-Corn toak'd, then bruis'd and boil'd over 
4 gentle Fire, for ten or twelve Hours. Their 
Bread is likewiſe made of this, wild Oats. or Sun- 
flower Seeds. Set Meals they never regard, but 


cat when they are hungry. Their Gun, Toma» 


hawk, ſcalping Knife, Powder and Shot, are all 
they have to carry with them in Time of War; 
Bows and Arrows being i dom uſed by them. They 


generally in War decline open Engagements; Buſh- I A 


fighting. or skulking is their Diſcipline; and they 


are brave when engaged, having great Fortitude 


in enduring Tortures and Death. No People have 
a greater Love of Liberty, or Affection to their 


Relations; but they are the moſt. implacably vine 


dictive People upon the Earth, ſor they revenge 


as well as by the. 
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the Death 976 any 44 or great Affront, OY; 
ever Occaſion preſents, let the Diſtance of Time or 
"Place be never ſo remote: To all which I may 


: add, what the Reader has already obſerved, that 


they are inhumanly cruel. But, ſome other Nations 

might be more happy, if, in ſome Inſtances, they 
copied them, and made wiſe Conduct, Courage, and 
per ſonal Strength, the chief Recommendations for 
War-Captains, or Werowances, as they call them. 


In Times of Peace, they viſit the Plantations inha- 


bited by the Whites, to whom, they ſell Baskets, 


L.adles, Spoons, and other ſuch Trifles, which they 


are very expert in making. When N ight comes, 


if admitted into any Houſe, they beg Leave to lie 


down by the Fire-ſide, chuſing that Place rather 
than any other, which is ſeldom refuſed them, if 


ſober, for then they are very honeſt; but if drunk, 
are very dangerous and troubleſome, if People 


enough are not in the Houſe to quell them. Nor 
would they at any Times be guilty of ſuch bar- 
barous Depredations as they are, did not thoſe call- 


ing themſelves Chriſtians, intice them thereto with 


ſtrong Liquors, which they are vaſtly fond of; 
cuniary Rewards which they 


| give for the Scalps If Ambition cannot be grati- 


ed, or Superiority obtzined, otherwiſe. than by 


the Deaths of Thouſands; Sond it not, in thoſe. 
uo ſeek ſuch airy Phantoms, and are fo inen e 
bY; ſond of their ſellow Creatures Lives, favour a 
little more of Humanity, to have them kill'd in- 
ſtantly, and, (if they muſt have Prooſs of Murder) 
 ſcalpd. afterwards? __ by allowing and cncou- 
_ raging ſuch mercileſs Treatment, render themſelves 
as obnoxious, cruel, and barbarous, to a human 
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Mind, as the very Savages themſelves. However, 


they. ſometimes ſuffer by their Plots and Chicanery 
lain for the Deſtruction of others; it often happen- . 


ing that the Traders or Finiffaries ſent to allure 


them to the Execution of their Schemes, r rightly 


fall Victims themſelves; for, as they always 
cairy with them Horſeldads of Rum, which the 
Indians are fond of, they ſoon get drunk, quarrel- 


ſome, and wicked, and, in their Fury, oſten Kill 
and deſtroy their Tempters. A juſt Reward ſor | 
their wicked Deſigns! Nay, it has ſuch an Effect 


on them, that when ſo intoxicated, they even burn 


and conſume all their own Effects, beat ing, wound». 
ing, and ſometimes killing their Wives and Chil- 
dren: But, in Diſputes among themſelves, when 


ſober, they are very tenacious of Decorum, never 


allowing more than one to ſpeak at a time. Pro- 
phane Swearing they know not in their own 


the 


che Fon how to expreſs, but are very fond ad | 


rench and Engl iſh Oaths. 
"Phe old People, who are by- A ge and tiled 


ties render'd incapable of being Corvicedtile to the 


Community, they put out of the World in a barba- 
rous and extraordinary, Manner; an Ioftance of: 


which, I had, whilſt among them, an Opportunity of 
FEW pradticed on an old Indian. He being, thro' 


Age, tceble and weak, and his Eyes falling him, 
fo that he was. unahle to * his 1 either 11 


9 c 


| 05 his 8 N e . come, e 
having nothing to ſay for himſelf, (as haw indeed 
i he a himlelf to be Young) they. very 


. gp 7 formally, h 


n | The L 1 * * , 
formally, and with a ſeeming Degree of Compaſſion 
paſsd Sentence on him to be put to Death This 
was ſoon after executed on him in the following 
Manner: He was tied naked to a Tree, and a Boy 
Who was to be his Executioner, ſtood ready with a 
Tomahawk in his Hands, to beat his Brains out: 
But when the young Monſter came to inflict the 
|. Sentence, he was fo ſhort of Stature that he could 
| not lift the Tomahawk high enough; upon which, 
he was held up by ſome others, (a great Concourſe 
being preſent;) and then, tho the young Devil 
. laid on with the utmoſt of his Strength, he was not 
for ſome time able to fracture the old Man's Scull, 
| ſo that it was near an Hour before he was dead, 
Thus are they from their Youth inur d to Barbarity! 


When they found no Remains of Life in him, 
they put him into a. Hole dug in the Ground 
for that Purpoſe, in which he ſtood upright. Into 
his left Hand they put an old Gun, and hung 
a ſmall Powder-Horn and. Shot-Bag about. his 
Shoulders, and a String of Wampum round his 
Neck; and into his right Hand, a little Silk- 
Purſe with a Bit of Money in it; then fill'd the 
| Hole round, and cover'd him over with Earth. 
This 1 found to be the uſual Manner of treating 
the old of both Sexes; only that the Women are 
*Kkill'd by young Girls, and put into the Ground 
with nothing but a Ladle in one Hand, and a | 
| 0 wooden Diſh in the other. . y 


They are very ſtrict i in cuntbing Offinders, + 
= ſuch as commit Crimes againſt any of the 


Familics.” They never hang any; but theſe. 
ſentenced 
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funtimced to Death are generally bound to a Stake, 
and a great Fire made round them; but not ſo near 
as to burn them immediately, for they ſometimes 


remain roaſting in the Middle of the Flames for two 
or three Days before they are dead. 8 


After this long Digreſſi ion, it is time to re- 
turn to the Detail of my own Affairs. — At Ala- 
mingo was I kept near two Months, till the Snow 
was off the Ground. A long Time to be amongſt 
ſuch Creatures, and naked as Talmoſt was! What⸗ 
ever Thoughts 1 might have of making my Ef 
cape, to carry them into Execution was impracti- 
cable, being fo far from any Plantations or White- 
People, and the ſeyere Weather Tendeting my 
Limbs in a manner quite ſtiff and motionleſs: | 
However, I contrived to defend myſelf againft the 
| Inclemency of the Weather as well as T'could, by 
making mylelf a little Wigwam, with the Bark 
of the Trees, covering the fame with Earth, which 
made it reſemble a Cave: And to prevent the ill 
Effects of the Cold which penetrated into it, I was 


| forcd to keep a good Fi ire always near the Door. 


Thus did 1 for near two Months W ſuch 
g Hardſhips of Cold and Hunger as had hitherto 
@ been unknown to me. My Liberty of going a- 


V ˙;ꝛ 


bout, was, indeed, more than 1 could have expected, 
A but they well Knew the Impracticability of my 
. eloping from them. Seeing me outwardly | eaſy 
1 and ſubmiſſive, they would: - ſometimes give me a 
1 little Meat but my chief Food was Indiun-Corn, 
bo dreſs d as I have above deſcribed. Notwithftand< | 
fe. 


27 ſuch their en Time N ſo tedi- 
| | _. oully 


0 oC, _ _— U— 
— — R 
* , . 7 
e 


RY RC — 


— 
Ry 


— — + — hg 
— — — g . EO IRON 
1 * 2 7 2 * 
- 4 : 


—— — 
— 


— 


0 
þ 
- i 
} 
| 
: 


DE SIE ee 


* TOS. 


r 


4 


ouſly on, that I almoſt began to 3 of ever 


5 regaining my Liberty, or ſeeing my few Relations 


again; which, with the Anxiety and Pain I ſuf- 


fer'd on account of my dear Wife, aten gave me 
incxpreſſibl Concern. | 


At length, the Time 3 when they were 
preparing themſelves for another Expedition againſt - 


the Planters, and White-People; but before they 
et out, they were join d by many other Indians, 


from Fort Du Queſne, well ftord with Powder | 


£ and Ball Nr had receiv d of the French. 


As ſoon as the Snow was quite gone, and no 
Traces of their vile Footſteps could be perceiv'd, 
they ſet. forth on their Journey towards the back 


| = 5-4 of the Province of Penſylvania; all leaving 

their Wives and Children behind in their Wigwams, 
They were now a terrible and formidable Body, 
amounting to near 150 My Duty was to. car- 
19 what they thought proper to load me with, but 


they never intruſted me with a Gun. We marched 


on ſeveral Days without any Thing particular oc- 
curring, almoſt famiſh'd for want of Proviſions ; for 
my Part, L had nothing but a few Stalks of Indian- 


Corn, which I was glad to eat dry: Nor, did the 
Indians themſelves fare much better, for as we 


drew near the Plantations they were afraid to 


kill any Game, leſt the Noiſe of their 7 (pups ſhould 


xo: the Inhabitants. 


When we again arrived at the Blue Hills, about 


30 Miles from Cannocojigge, the - Irifo Settlement 
72 before-mentioned, we encamp'd for. three Days, 


tho' 


* 
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tho God knows we had neither Tents, nor any Thing 
elſe to defend us from the Inclemency of the Air, 
having nothing to lie on by Night but the Grafs. 
Their uſual Method of lodging, pitching, or en- 
camping, by Night, being in Parcels of ten or 


twelve Men to a Fire, where they lie upon the | 


Grafs or Bruſh, wrapt up in a Blanket, with their 


Feet to the Fire. 


Daring our Stay here, a ſort of Council of War 
was held, when it was agreed to divide theme - 
ſelves into Companies of about twenty Men each; 
aſter which, every Captain marched with his Party 
where he thought proper. I ſtill belonged to my 
old Maſters, but was left behind on the Mountains 


with ten Indians, to ſtay 'till the reſt ſhould re- 


turn; not thinking it proper to carry me nearer to 


Cannocejigge, or the other Plantations. 


Here, being left, I Hopi ro mellibats! on my 
Eſcape, and tho I knew the Country round ex- 


: tremely well, having been often thereabouts, with 
my Companions hunting Deer, Pole-Cats and o- ber 


Beaſts; yet, was l, very cautious of giviag the leaſt 
Suſpicions of ſuch my Intent ions. However, the third 
Day after the grand Body had left us, my Companions, 


or Keepers, thaught proper to viſit the Mountains, 


in ſearch of Game for their Subſiſtance, leaving me 
bound in ſuch a Manner that I could not eſcape: 


At Night when they returned, having unbound me, 


we all fat down together to Supper on what = 5 


had killed and ſoon after (being greatly fatigued, 
with their Day's Excurſion) they compoſed them ; 
ſelves to Reſt, as uſual. e them to be in 


that 


"wp The 1 = Ws 
that een State, I tried various Ways to ſee 
Whether it was a Scheme to prove my Intentions or 
not, but aſter making a Noiſe and walking about, 
ſometimes touching them with my Feet, I found 

there, was no Fallacy. My Heart then exulted with . 
Jo bY at ſeeing a Time come that I might in all pro- 

| bability be delivered from my Captivity : But this 

Joy was ſoon damp'd by the Dread of being diſco- 

vered by them, or taken by any other ftragling 

Parties. To prevent which, I reſolved, if poſſible, 

to get one of their Guns, and if diſco cred, to die 

in my Defence, rather than be taken: For that 
| 4 I made various Efforts to get one from un- 
der their Heads, (where they always ſecured them), 

but in vain; Fruſtrated in this my firſt Eſſay to- 

Wards | regaining my Liberty, I dreaded the 

Thoughts of carrying my Deſign into Execution: 

Yet, aſter a little Conſideration, and truſting my- 

ſelf to the Divine Protection, I fet forwards na- 

| ked and defenceleſs as IL was. A raſh and dangerous 

Enterprize! Such.was my Terror however, that 

P. going from them, I halted, and paus'd every 

dur or five Yards, looking feartully towards the 

Spot where I had left them left they ſhould awake 

and miſs me; but when I was 200 Yards from them, 

I mended my Pace, and made as much haſte as I 

poſſibly could to the Foot of the Mountains ; when 

on a ſixiden, L was firuck with the greateſt Terror 
and. Amaze, at hearing the r as tis call'd, 
and may be expreſſed Fo-hau ! fo-hau which the 

. Savages I had left were making, accompanied with 


I the moſt hideous Cries and Howlings they could 
utter. The bellowing of Lyons, the Shrieks of 


Ty nas, c or pf roaring of TYSSrh would have been 
| 15 4 Muſic 


ry 
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Muſic to my Ears, in Compariſon to the Sounds that 

then faluted them. They having now. mifſed their 
Charge, I concluded that they would ſoon ſeparate 

themſelves and hie in Queſt of me. The more my 
Terror inereaſed the faſter did T puſh on, and ſcarce 
knowing where I trod, drove thro. the Woods 
with the utmoſt Precipitation, ſometimes falling 
and bruifing myſelf, cutting my Feet and Legs a- 
gainſt the Stones, in a miſerable Manner; but tho” 
faint and maim'd, as I was, I continued my Flight 
*till Break of Day, when, without having any 
Thing to ſuftain Nature, but a little Corn left, I 
crept into a- hollow Tree, in which I lay very 
ſnug, and returned my Prayers and Thanks to the 
Divine Being, that had thus far favour d my Ef 
cape. But my Repoſe was in a few Hours de- 
ſtroyed, at hearing the Voices of the Savages near 
the Place where I was hid, threatening and talking 
how they would uſe me, if they got me again; that 
I was before too ſenſible of, to have the leaft 


; | Reſt, either in Body or Mind ſince I had left them. 
| However, they at laſt left the Spot, where I heard 
| them, and I remained in my circular Aſylum all that 
Day without furtber Moleſtation. NL... 
[ At Night, I ventured forwards again, frighten'd, 


1 and trembling at every Buſh I pals'd, thinking 


T each Twig that touched me to be a Savage. The 
„ third Day I concealed myſelf in the like Manner, 
e and at Night I travelled on in the fame deplorable 
h Condition, keeping off the main Road, uſed by 
Id the Indians, as much as poſſible, which made my 
of | Journey many Miles longer, and more painful and 
en irkſome than I can expreſs. But how ſhall I de- 
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ſcribe the Fear, Terror, and Shock, that T ſelt on the . 
fourth Night, when, by the ruſtling I made among 
the Leaves, a Party of Indians, that lay round a 
ſmall Fire, which T did not perceive, ſtarted from 
the Ground, and ſeizing their Arms, run ſrom the 
Fi ire, amongſt the Woods. W hether to move for- 
wards, or reft where T was, I knew not, ſo diſtrac- 
ted was my Imagination. In this melancholy 
State revolving in my Thoughts the now inevitable 
Fate I thought waited on me, to my great  ConBer- 
pation and Joy, I Was relie ve by a Parcel of Swine 
that made towards the Place I gueſs'd the Savages 
to be; who, on ſeeing: the Hogs, conjectur'd that 
their Alarm had been occaſion'd by them, and very 


IS merrily returned to the Fire and lay down to ſleep, 


as before. As foon as I perceiv'd my Enemies fo 
diſposd of, with” more cautious Step and filent 
Fad Ipurſued my Courſe, ſweating (tho' Winter, 
and ſeverely cold) with the Fear T had been juſt 
telieyed from. ruis'd, cut, mangled; and terrified 
as 1 was, I Rill , thro the Divine Affiſtance, was en- 

abled to purſue my Journey *till Break of Day, 
When thinking myſelf far off from any of the Miſ- 
creants, I ſo much dreaded, L lay do en under a 
great Log, and ſlept undiſturbed, till about Noon, 
when, getting up, I reached the Summit of a great 
. with tome- Difffculty, and looking out if I 
could ſpy any Habitat ions of White People, to my 
unutterable Joy I faw ſome, which 5 Biel: to be | 


 about;cen Miles = 5 
"#47 bis Pleaſors was in wu ona FI Is p 
ot being able to get among "them that Niphr. 
- Therefore, when” Evcning nn T again re- 
F 4 85 com- 
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commended myſelf to the Almighty, and a v5 d 
my wearied ww Limbs to Reft. In the Mor- 


ning, as ſoon-as I awoke, I continued my Journey 
towards the neareſt clear'd Lands, 1 had ſcen the 


Day before, and about four o'Clock in the Aſter- 
noon, arrived: at the Houſe of Jo Bell, an old 
Acquaintance, where, knocking at the Doct, his 
Wife, who opened it, ſeeing me in ſuch a fr ightiul 
Condition, flew from me like Lightning, {creaming 
into the Houle. This alarm'd the whole Family, 
who immediately fled to their Arms, and I was 
ſoon accoſted by the Maſter with his Gun in his 
Hand. But on my aſſuring him of my Innocence, 
as to any wicked Intentions, and making myleli 
known, (for he before took me to be an Indian) he 
immediately careſs'd me, as did all his Family, with 


| a deal of Friendſhip at finding me alive; they ha- 


ving all been informed of my. being murdered by 
the Savages ſome Months before. No longer now 
able ro ſupport my fatigued and worn out Spirits, 
J fainted and ſell to the Ground. From which 
State having recovered me, and perceiving the 
weak and ftamiſh'd Condition I then was in, they 


ſoon gave me ſome Retreſkment, but let me par- 
take of it very ſparingly, fearing the ill Effects, too 
much at once would have on me. They for two 
Days and Nights. very affectionately ſupplied me 


ty all Neceſſaries, and carefully attended me 
till my Spirits and Lin bs were pretty well re- 


cruited, and H thought my telf able to ride, when I 
borrowed. of theſe good People (whole Kindnefs | 
merits my moaft grateſul Tae a Horſe and ſome 
Cloaths, al fet forward for my Father-in-law's 
Houſe in Cale County, about 140 Miles from 
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thence, where I arrived on the 4th Day of Fanu- 
ary, 1755, but ſcarce one of the Family ould credit 


4 


their Eyes, believing with the People I had lately 


left, that I had fallen a Prey to the Indians, 


Great was the Joy and Satisfaction wherewith I 


| vas received and embraced by the whole Family; 


but oh, what was my Anguiſh and Trouble, when 
on inquiring for my dear Wife, I ſound ſhe had been 
dead two Months! This fatal News, as every 
humane Reader muſt imagine, greatly leſſened the 
Joy and Rapture I otherwiſe ſhould have felt at 


. my Deliverance, from the dreadful State and Wu 
N L had been i 3 


The News of my happy Arrival ot my Father- 


I 1. ka Houſe, aer ſo long and ſtrange an Ab- 
ſence, was ſoon ſpread round the neighbouring 
Plantations by the country People, who continually 


viſited me, being very defirous of hearing, and 
eagerly | inquiring an Account of my Treatment, 
and Manner of living among the [ndzans. In 


all which I fatisfied them. Soon after this, my 


Arrival, I was ſent for by his Excellency Mr, 
Morris, the Governor, who examined me very par- 
ticularly, as to all Incidents relating to my Capti- 
vity, and eſpecially, in regard to the Indians, who 


had firſt taken me away, whether they were French 


or Engliſh Parties? I aſſur'd his Excellency, they 
were * thoſe, who profeſs d themſelves to be 


Friends of the latter; and informed him of the 


many barbarous and inhuman Actions, I had been 
Witneſs to among them, on the Frontieit of the Pro- 


a 1 Vince; ; 204 _— that they v were Gay —_—_—y by 


others 
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_ others of our pretended Friends joining them; that 


they were all well ſupplied by the French with 
Arms and Ammunition, and greatly encouraged by 


them in their continual Excurſions and Barbarities, 
not only, in having extraordinary Premiums for ſuch 
Scalps as they ſhould take and carry home witn 


them at their Return, but great Preſents of all 
Kinds, beſides Rum, Powder. Ball, &c. before they 
ſallied forth. Having ſatisfied his Excellency in 
ſuch Particulars as he requeſted, the ſame being 


put into writing, I ſwore to the Contents thereof; 
as may be ſeen, by thoſe who doubt of my Vera- - | 
city, in the public Papers of that Time, as well 
in England as in Philadelphia. Having done 


with me, Mr. Morris gave me three Guineas, and 
ſent the Affidavit to the Aſſemby, who were then 


indolently fitting in the State-honte at Y Hiladelphia, 


little regarding, nay even diſcrediting the various Ac- © 
counts of the Incurſions and Depredations of the Sa- 


vages. Whether ſuch Indolence proceeded ſrom the 


pacihe Principles profels'd by thoſe who are called 
Quakers, (and moſtly conſtitute that Aſſembly) 
to be Part of their Religion, or from any other ſiniſter 
Motive, it behoves not me to hint at, or conjecture. 


However, on receiving this Welli ſrom his 
Ben they immediately ſent for me. When 
J arrived, I was conducted into the Lower-houſe, 


where the Aſſembly then fate, and was there inter- 
rogated by the Speaker, very particularly as to all 
I had before given the Governor an Account: of; 
this my firſt Examination laſted three Hours. The 
next Day, I underwent a Second, ſor about an Hour 
| and a Hie when I was courteouſly diſmiſſed, with 


a Pro- 
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a Promiſe (never thought - on PIN rhat 
all proper Methods ſhould be taken, not only to 
accommodate and reimburſe all thoſe who had ſuf- 
fered by the Savages; but to prevent them from 
committing the like Hoſtilities for the future. 
How well the latter Part of their Promiſe has been 
completed, the whole World are as ſenfible of, as 
Fam of the Non-performance of the former. 


No return d, and once more at Liberty to pu- 
Ther my own Inclinations, ] was perſuaded by my 
Father- in- law and Friends to follow tome r 
ment or other; but the Plantation, from whence I 
was taken, tho” an exceeding good one, could not 
tempt me to {ſettle on it again. What my Fate 
would have been if I had, may eaſily be conceived. 
And there being at this time (as the Aſſembly, 
too late for many of us found) a Neceſſity for raiſ- 
| ing Men to check thoſe Barbarians in their ravag- 
ing Depredations, I inlifted myſelf as one, with 
the greateſt Alacrity and moſt determined Reſolu- 
tion, to exert the utmoſt of my Power, in being 
revenged on the helliſh Authors of my Ruin. 
General $h-r/-y, a Gentleman of the Law. was the 
weak Inſtrument pitch'd upon to dire& the vs got 
rations of War in that Part of the World; a Ma 
as unfifly qualified for ſuch an Undertaking as ever 
the Legiſlature could employ. A Man never bred 
or inured to the Hardſhips of War; and never in 
the leaſt acquainted with the Arts and Deſigns 845 
military Diſcipline: True, it is, indeed, that he re- 
ſided and practiced Lad in New-Enzland for ſome _ 
Tears, and in 1741, ſucceeded Mr. Belcher as Go- 
_. yemor-General of Ne-. ork, TO” —_— 
= an 


At the End of which, being pretty well recruited» / 
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and New-Ham pſbire ; in which Poſt he continued 
till 1748; 38 being ſtill in the good Graces of 
his firſt Parrone: at home, (for ſome Reatons not here 
to be mention'd) he was ſuppoſed as being a Lawyer, 


to have a good deal of Chicane and Art in his Com- | 


poſition : He was accordingly ſent to the Court of 
France, in order to ſettle the Boundaries of Arca- 


diu, or Nova-Scoti ia, and at a great Charge; tho” to 15 


little Purpoſe, there kept for ſome Lears; for how 

weak the Artifice, Elocution and Penetration, of an 
Engliſh Lawyer, proved againft french Pertdyy 
Fpecious Promiſes, and more deep laid Stratagems; 
that long tedious and expenſive Negociation, and the 
diſaſtrous Conſequences attending the tame, have been 
too farally experienced: by Thoulands of Enrape as 


well as America, But, 'Þ- may, perhaps, by ſome, 
be thought to venture too fat out of my Sphere, and 


that the hidden Secrets of Cabinets are imperv ious 


to, and ought not to be deſcanted on, by vulgar 


Minds. 1 thall 6 Fug LIE] with my own TORN 


lato a Regiment, immediately under the Com- 


mand of this experienced General, and in his Son, 


Capt. Sh-rl-y's Company, was it my Lot to belplas 


98 for three Years. | This Regiment was _— 


for the Frontiers, id deſtroy the Forts erected h 


the French, as ſoon as it "ſhould be completely — 


iſhed Wird Arms, &c. at Boſton, in Næœπ. Eug- 


land, where it was ordered for that Purpoſe. Being 
then very weak and infirm in Body, tho poſſeſſed 
of my uſual Reſolution, it was thought ad viſea- 


ble to leave me for two Months in Winter- quarters. 


2 
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in Strength, J ſet out for Boſton, to join the Regis 
ment with ſome others, likewiſe left behind; and 
aſter croſling the River De-14-ware, we arrived at 
New-Ferſey, and from thence proceeded thro' the 
fame! by Neu- Tor, Middletowne, Mendon, in 
— * to Boſton, where we arrived about the 
End of March, and found the inen ready to 


3 receive us. 


Boſton, hide the Capital of NewsEngland, and 
the biggeſt City in America, except two or three 


on the Saniſb ee L en here inbjain, a ſhort 


Aan of it. 


Ts ed dtuated, mod, about 7 Miles in | 


| coins; at the Bottom of Maſſachuſet s Bay, into 
which there is but one common and. {ate Fallige, 


and not very broad, there being ſcarce room for 


three Ships to come in a- breaſt; but once in, there's 

room ſor the Anchorage of 500 Sail. It's guarded 
by ſeveral Rocks, and above a Dozen Hands : the 
moſt remarkable of theſe Iſlands is Cuſtle-Iſaud, 
which ſtands about a League ſrom the Town, and 
ſo ſituated, that no Ship of Burthen can approach 


the Town, without the Hazard of being ſhatter'd 


in Pieces by it's Cannon. It's now call'd, Fort- 


Mlliam, and mounted with 100 Pieces of Ord- 
nance; 200 more which were given to the Province 
by Queen Anne, are placed on a Plat- form, ſo as 


to take a Ship fore and aft, before ſhe can bring 
about her Broadſides to bear againſt the Caſtle. 


Some of theſe. Cannon are 42 Pounders; 500 able 
Men are exempted from all military Duty in Times 


of a to be ready at an Hour s Warning to at- 


tend 


# 
1 4 


* 
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tend the Service of the Caſtle, upon a Signal of 
the Approach of an Enemy, which there ſeems to 
be no great Danger of at Boſton; where, in 24 
Haurs time, 10,000 effective Men, well arm?d, 
might be ready for their Defence. According to 
a Computation of the Collectors of the Light-houſe, 
it appear'd that there were.24,000 Tons of Ships 
ping clear'd annually. 


The Pier is at the Bottom of the Bay 2000 Feet 
long, and runs ſo far into the Bay, that Ships of 
the greateſt Burthen may unload without the Help 
of Boats or Lighters, At the upper End of the 
chief Street in the Town, -which comes down to 
the Head of the Pier, is the Town-hbonſe, or Ex- 
change, a fine Building, containing, beſides the 
Walk for Merchants, the Conncit-chamber, the 
Houſe of Commons, and a ſpacious Room for the 
Courts of Fuſtice, The Exchange is ſurrounded 
with Bookſeller's Shops that have a good. Trade: 

Here being five Printing-houſes, and the Preſſes 
generally full of Work, which is in a great mea- 
ture owing to the Colleges and Schools in News 
England; whereas at New-Tork there are but 
two or three little Bookſeller's Shops, and none 
at all in J rginia, Maryland, Carolina, har badoes, 
and the Sugar Iſlands. 


ww. n 


> The Town lies in the Form of an Half-Moon 

round the Harbour, and conſiſting of about 4000 

_ Houſes, muſt make an agreeable Proſpect; the 

Aurrounding Shore being high, the Strects long, 

and the Buildings beautiful. The Pavement is 

kept in 0 good Order, that to ny an Fon on 
| (I : it f 
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There are JEM 3 the Chief of which 5 


zs call'd the Ghurch-of- England-Cnm ch ; beſides the 
Bapriff Meeting, and The Ruaker's Meeting. 


The tion in this Town is as polite as 


in moſt of the Cities and Tov ns in England. A 


Gentleman of London would fancy himſelf at home 


at Boſton, when he obſerves the Number of Peo- 


ple, their Furniture, their Tables, and Dreſs, 
which, perhaps, is as ſplendid and ſhowy as that 


of moſt Tradeſmen i in London. 


In this City, learning military Diſcipline, and 
waiting for an Opportunity of carry ing our Schemes 


into Execution, we lay *till the 1 of July; 
during all which Time great Outrages and De- 


vaſtations were committed by the Savages in the 
back Parts of the Province. One Inſtance of which 


in particular I ſhall relate, as being concern'd in 
. rewarding according to Deſert, the wicked Au- 


thors thereof. 


Joſ⸗ epb Lone, Eſq; a Gentleman of large For- 
5 in theſe Parts, who bad in his Time been 
reat Warrior among, the Indians, and frequent- 


5 1 5 Join'd in Expeditions with thoſe in our Intereſt 
againſt the others. 


His many Exploits and great 
Influence among ſeveral of the Nations were too 


well known, to paſs unrevenged by the Savages 4 
gainſt whom be had exerted his Abilities. 
| 48 bad in -—_ 1756, a * of them came 


Ac- 


down 
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down on his Plantation, about 30 Miles from 
Boſton, and skulking in the Woods for ſome Time, 
at laſt ſeiz d an Opportunity to attack his Houle 
in which, unhappily proving ſucceſsful, they ſcalp' d, 
mangled, and cut to Pieces, the unfortunate Gen- 
tleman, his Wife, and nine Servants, and then made 
a general Conflagration of his Houſes, Barns, Cat- 
tle, and every Thing he poſlets'd, with the mangled 
Bodies; all ſuffer'd together in one great Blaze! But 
his more unfortunate San and Daughter were made 
Priſoners, and carried off by them, to be reſerv'd _ 
for greater Tortures. Alarm'd and terrified at this 
inbuman Butchery, the Neighbourhood. as well 
as the People of Boſton, quickly aflembled them- 
ſelves, to think of proper Meaſures to be reveng d 
on theſe execrable Monſters. Among the firſt of 

_ thoſe who offer'd themſelves to go againft the Sa- 
vages, was James Crawford, Eſq; who was oy 
at Boſton, and heard of this Tragedy; he was 
young Gentleman who had for ſome Years pajd his 
Addreſſes to Miſs Long, and was in a very little 
Time. to have been married to her. Diſtracted, 
raving, and ſhock'd, as he was, he loſt no Time, 
but inſtantly rais'd 100 reſolute and bold young | 
Fellows to go in Queſt of the Villains: As I had 
been ſo long : among them, and pretty well acquaint- 
ed with their Mangers and Cuſtoms, and particu» 


larly their skulkifg Places 1n the Woods, | was - 


recommended to him as one proper for his Expe- 
dition; he immediately applied to my Officers and 
. "got Liberty for me. Never did I go on any En- 
| terprize with Half that Alacrity and Chearfulueſs 
I now went with this Party. My Wrongs and 
Sufferings were too recent in my Memory, to ſuffer. 
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me to heſitate a Moment in taking an Opportunity 


of being ag oy to the utmoſt of mY Power. 


Being quickly armed and provided, we haſtened 


_ forwards for Mr. Long s Plantation on the 2 9th, 5 
and after travelling the moſt remote and intricate 
Paths through the Woods, arrived there the 2d of 


May, dubious of our Succeſs, and almoſt deſpair- 
ing of meeting with the Savages, as we had heard 
or could diſcover nothing of them in our March. 


In the Afternoon ſome of our Men being ſent to 
the Top' of a Hill to look out for them, ſoon per- 


ceiv'd a great © Smoak 1n a Part of the Bike Grounds. 


This we immediately and rightly conjectured to 


proceed from a Fire made by them. We accord- 
ingly put ourſelves into regular Order; and march» 


ed forwards, reſoly'd, let their N amber ha ve been 
what it might, to eo them Battle. 


Arriving within a Mile of the Place, Captain 
Crawford, whoſe Anxiety and Pain made him 


quicker ſighted than any of the reſt, ſoon per- 
ceiv d them, and gueſs d their Number to be about 


50. Upon this we halted, and ſecreted ourſelves 


as well as we could till twelve O Clock at Ni ght. 
At which Time, ſuppoſing the 
vided our Men into two Divi, 
march d on; when, coming within twenty Yards of 
them, the Captain fired his Gun, which was im- 
mediately follow'd by both Diviſions in Succeſſion, 


o be at reſt, we e dr. 
5o in each; and 


who inſtantly ruſhing on them with Bayonets 


. kill d Frey Man of £ 8 | 


Great 
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Great as our Joy was, and fluſh'd with Succeſs 
as we were, at this fade” Victory, no Heart a- 
mong us but was ready to burſt at the Sight of 
the unhappy young Lady. What muſt the Thoughts, 
Torments, and Senſations, of our brave Captain then 
be, if even we, who knew her not, were ſo ſenſibly 
affected For, oh! what Breaſt, tho! of the brutal 
ſavage Race we had juſt deftroy'd, could, without 
feeling the moſt exquiſite Grief and Pain, behold 
in ſuch infernal Power, a Lady in the Bloom of : 
Youth, bleſs'd with every Female Accompliſhment 
tut could fet off the moſtexquiſite Beauty! Beauty, 
which render'd her the Envy of her own Sex, and 
the Delight of ours, enduring the Severity of a 
windy, rainy Night! Behold one nurtar'd in the 
moſt tender Manner, and by the moſt indulgent. 
Parents, quite naked, and in the vpen Woods, en- 
- Eircling with her {Alabaſter Arms and Hands a cold 
rough Tree, whereto ſhe was bound with Cords fo. 
ftraitly pulb'd, that the Blood trickled from her 
Fingers Ends! Her lovely tender Body, and deli- 
cate Liwbs, cut, bruis'd, and torn with Stones and 


- WW _ Boughs of Trees as the had been dragg'd along, and 
8 all beter d with Blood! What Heat can even 
„now, unmoved, think of her Diſtreſs, in ſuch a de- 
— plorable Condition! 2, having no Creature with the 
d laſt Senſations of Humanity near to ſuccour or re- 
f lie ve her, or even pity or regard her flowing Tears 
* and lamentable Wailings! 1 

1, 


The very Remembrance of the Sight, has at this 
Inftant ſuch an Effect upon me, that I almoſt want 
Words to go on. Such then was the Condition in 

nch we found this wretched Fair, but faint and 


ipeechleſs, 
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ſrerebleb with the Shock our firing had given cher 


tender Frame. The Captain for along Time could 
do nothing but gaze upon, and claſp her to his Bo- 
/ ſom, crying, raving, and tearing his Hair, like one 


bereft of his Senſes ; ; nor did he for ſome time per- 
ceive.the lifcleſs Condition ſhe was in, till one of 
the Men had untied her lovely mangled Arms, and 


ſhe fell tothe Ground. Finding among the Villain's 
Plunder the unhappy Lady's Cloaths, he gently 


put ſome of them about her; and after various Tri- 
als and much Time ſpent, recovered her diſſipated 


Spirits, the Re- poſſeſſion of which ſhe firſt manifeſted 
by eagerly fixing her Eyes on her dear Deli- 
verer, and ſmiling with the moſt complaiſant Joy, 


bleſſed the Almighty and him for her miraculous 

Deliverance, 
During this pleaſ ng, painful Interview, our Men 
were bufily employed in cutting, hacking, and 
ſcalping the dead Indiaꝶms; and ſo deſirous was eve- 


ry Man to have a Share eee Revenge on 


them, that Diſputes happened among ourſelves who 


ſhould be the Inſtruments of further ſhewing it on 
their lifeleſs Trunks, there not being enough for 


_exery Man to have one wherewith to ſatiate him- 


ſelf: The Captain obſerving the Animoſity be- 


tween us, on this Occaſion, ordered, that the two 


Piviſions ſhould caſt Lots for this bloody, tho' 
agreeable Piece of Work; which being accordingly 


done, the Party, whoſe Lot it was to be excluded 


from this Buſineſs, ſtood by with half-pleas'd 


Countenances, looking on the reſt; who with the 
utmoſt Chearfulneſs and. Adivity purſued their 
| Revenge in ſcalpiug, and otherwiſe treating their 
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Jead Bodies as the moſt inveterate Hatred and De- 
teſtation could ſuggeſt. | | 
The Work being done, we thought of ſteering 
homewards triumphant with the 50 Scalps ; but how 
to get the Lady forwards, who was in ſuch a Con- 
dition, as rendered her incapable of walking fur- 
ther, gave us ſome Pain, and retarded us a little, 
till we made a Sort of Carriage to ſeat her on; 
and then, with the greateſt Readineſs, we took our 
Turns, four at a Time, and carried her along. This, 
in ſome Meaſure, made the Captain chearful, who 
all the Way endeavoured to comfort and revive 
his deſponding afflicted Miſtreſs: But alas! in 


vain; for the Miieries ſhe had lately felt, and 


the terrible Fate of her poor Brother, of whom, x 
doubt not. but the tender-hearted Reader is 
| anxious to hear, rendered even her moft pleaſing | 
_ Thoughts, notwithſtanding | his ſoothing 
corroding and inſu fferable. 


The Avcourlt ſhe gave of 1 diſaſtrous Fate 
and dire Cataſtrophe, beſides what I have already 
mentioned, was, That the Savages had no tooner 
ſeen all conſumed, bur they hurried off with her 


and her Brother, puſhing, and tometimes dragging 


them on, for four or five Miles, when they ſtopt; 
and ſtripping her naked, treated her in a ſhocking 
Manner, whilſt others were ſtripping and cruelly _ 
whipping her unhappy Brother. After which, 
they in the ſame Manner purſued their Journey, 
regardleſs of the Tears, Prayers, or Entreaties of this 
wretched Pair; but, v. ch the moſt infernal Pleaſure, 
. and rejoiced at the Calamitics and Diſtreſſes 

| 5 they 
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they had 3 them to, and ſaw them ſuffer, 
till they arrived at the Place we found them; where, 
they had that Day butchered her beloved Brother 
in the following execrable and cruel Manner; They 
firſt ſcalp'd him alive, and after mocking his ago- 
nizing Groans and Torments, for ſome Hours, ripped 
open his Belly, into which they put Splinters, and 
Chips of Pine-Trees, and ſet Fire thereto; the ſame 
(on account of the Turpentine where with theſe Trees 
abound) burnt with great Quickneſs and Fury for 
a little Time, during which, he remained in a Man- 
ner alive, as ſhe could ſometimes perceive him to 
move his Head, and groan. They then piled a great 

Quantity of Wood all round his Body, and moſt 
inhumanly contumed it to Aſhes. 


Thus did theſe en put an End to the Being 

of this unhappy young Gentleman, who was oaks 
22 Years of Age when he met his calamitous Fate. 
She continued her Relation, by acquainting us, 


That the next Day, was to have ſeen her periſh in 


the like Manner, after fuffering worſe, than even 
ſuch a terrible Death, the ſat isfy ing theſe diabolical 


Mliſcreants in their brutal Luft, Bot it pleated 


the Almighty to permit us to reſcue her, and en- 
tirely Li pate this Crew of Devils! 


Marching eaſily on her Account, we returned to 
the Captain's Plantation the 6th of May, where, as 
well as at Boſton, we were joy ſully received, and 
rewarded handſomely for the Scalps of thoſe Saves 
ges we had brought with us. Mr. Graw ford and 
Miſs Long, were ſcon after married, and in Grati- 
tude to the Seryices we hag Gone them, the Pan hole 
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Party were invited to the Wedding, and nobly en- 
tertained, but no riotous or noiſy Mirth was al- 
| lowed, the young Lady, as we may well imagine, 
being ſtill under great Affliction, and in a weak 
State of Health. 


Nothing "Hoe material, that T now remenifier, | 


happened during my Stay at Boſton ;, to proceed 
eee with the Continuation of our intended 
Expedition 


On the iſt of July the Regiment began their 
March for Ofwego. The 21ſt we arrived at 
Albany, in Rue bert thro' Cambridge, Nors 


Tea and Hafi ld, in New-England. From 


thænce, marching about twenty Miles farther, we 
incamp'd near the Mouth of the Mohawk River, 
by a Town called Schenet7ady, not far from the End- 
leſs-Mountaius. Here did we lye fome Time, till 
| Batteaux (a Sort of flat-bottom'd Boats, very 
ſmall, and ſharp at both Ends) could be got to car- 
ty our Stores and Proviſions to Oſwego; each of 
which, would contain about fix Barrels of Pork, or 
in Proportion thereto. Two Men belonged to eve- 


ry Batteau, who made ſe of ſtrong ſcatting Poles, | 
with Iron at the Ends, to prevent their being too 


ſoon deſtroyed by the Stones in the Rivet (one of the 
Sources of the Ohio) which abounded with many, 
and large ones, and in ſome Places was ſo ſhallow, 


that the Men were forced to wade and drag their 
Batteaux after them. Which, together, with ſome 
Cat aracts, or great Falls of Water, rendered this 


Duty very hard and fatiguing, not being able to 


travel more than ſeven or eight Engliſh Miles a 


Day, 
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N Day, 'til they came to the Great-Carrying Place at 


_ 


IWood's Creek, where the Proviſions and Batteaux were 
taken out, and carried about four Miles, to Alli- 


'ganey, or Ohio great River, that ran quite to Oſwe- 
go, to which Place, General Sh-r/-y got with Part 
of the Forces on the 8th of Auguſt; but Colonel 
Mercer with the Remainder, did not arrive till 


the 31ſt. Here we found Colonel Schuyler with his 


Regiment of New-7erſey Provincials, who had ar- 
rived there ſome time before. A ſhort Deſcription 
of a Place, which has afforded ſo much Occcaſion 


for Animadverſion, may not here be altogether diſ- 


agreeable to thoſe unacquainted with our Settle- | 


ments in that Part of the World. 


Oſwego is ſituated N. Lat. 43 Deg. 20 Min. 
near the Mouth of the River Ouondaga, on the 

= South-ſide of the Lake Ontario, or Cataraquie. 
There was generally a Fort and conſtant Garriſon 
of regular Troops kept before our Arrival. In the 
proper Seaſons, a Fair for the Indian Trade is 
kept here: Indiaus of above twenty different Na- 
tions have been obſerved here at a Time. The 
© greateſt Part of the Trade between Canada and the 
Indians, of the Great Lakes, and ſome Parts of 
the Mi/ffps, paſs near this Fort; the neareſt and 
ſafeſt Way of carrying Goods upon this Lake be- 
ing along the South- ſide of it. The Diſtance from 
Albany to Oſwego Fort is about 300 Miles Weſt; 
to render which March more comfortable, we met 
with many good Farms and Settlements in the 
Way. The Outawaes, a Great and powerful Na- 
tion, living upon the Outawae River, which joins 
the Catariquèe River, (the Out- let of the Great 


Lakes) 
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Lakes) deal conſiderably with the N Et tra- 
ding Houſes here. 


The different Nations 3 to Oſwego are dif. 
tinguiſhable by the Variety and different Faſhi- 
ons of their Canoes; the very remote Indiaus are 


cCloathed in Skins of various Sorts, and have all 


Fire-arms : Some come from ſo far North at Port- 
Nelſon, in Hudſon's Bay, N. Lat. 57 Deg. And 


ſome from the Chirakees, Weſt of South-Caroling, 
in N. Lat. 32 Deg. This ſeems indeed to be a 
vaſt Extent of In-land Water-carriage, but it is 
LF only for Canoes, and the ſmalleſt of Craft. 


Nor will it in this Place be improper to give 
ſome Account of our Friends in thoſe Parts, whom 


we call the Mohawks, viz. The Iroquors, com- 
monly called the Mohawks : the Oneiadaes, the 


Onondagues, the Cayugacs, and the Senekeas. In 
all Accounts they are lately call'd the /ix Nations 
of the New-Tork, ſriendly-Indiaus; the Tu Wren 
roes, Straglers from the old Tuſcararoes of North. 
Carolina, lately are reckoned as the ſixth.— I ſhall 
here reckon _ as I have been informed they 
were formerly. 1. The Mohawks; they live up- 


on the. Mohawk s or Stheneftady. River, and head, 


or lye North of New-7ork, Penſy'vania, Mary- 


281 and ſome Part of Virginia; having a 
Caſtle or Village, Weſtward from Albany fort y 


Miles, and another ſiaty-five Miles Weſt, and about 


160 fenſible Men. 2. The Oneiadaes, about 
_ eighty Miles from the Mohawk's ſecond Village, 


conliſting of near 200 fighting Men. 3. The 


Ou0naagner, about twenty-five Miles ſurther, (the 


H 2 famous 
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famous Oſwego trading Place on the Lake Ontario, 
is in their Country) conſiſt o, about 250 Men. 
4. The Cayugaes, about ſeventy Miles further, of 


about 130 Men; and 5. The Senekeas, who reach 


a great Way down the River Saſquehana, confiſt 
of about 700 marching, fighting Men : So that the 


fighting Men of the five or fix Nations of Mohawks, 
may be reckon'd at 1500 Men, and extend from 
Albany, Weſt 400 Miles, ly ing in about thirty 


Tribes or Governments. Beſides theſe, there is 


ſettled above Montreal, which lies N. E. of Ofwee 
Js, a Tribe of ſcoundrel Run-aways from the Mo- 


hawks; they are calld Kahnuages, conſiſting of a- 


bout eighty Men. This ſhort Account of theſe 


Nations, L think it neceflary to make the Zng/1/h 
Reader acquainted with, as I may have Occaſion to 


mention Things concerning {ome of them. 


Being now at Oſwego, the principal Object that 
gave at that Time any Concern to the Americans, 


1 ſhall, before I continue my on Account, give a 


ſhort Recital of what had been done in theſe Parts, 
in regard to the Defence and Pretervation of the 
Fort and the Colonies thereabouts, before T came, 


upon ſuch Authorities as I got from thoſe who had 


been long at Oſwego, and I can well depend upon 


for Truth. 


General Sherl-y, in 1754, having erected two 
new Forts on the River Onondaga, it ſeemed pro- 
bable, that he intended to winter at Oſwego with 

his Army, that he might the more readily proceed 
to Action in the enſuing Spring. What produced 
His Inactivity afterwards, and how it was, that Fort 
8. We, ho ER» Ofwego 
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in their carrying Men in Sight of the Garriſon ; 
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Oſwego was not taken by the French in the Spring 


of 1755, are Things my Penetration will not en- 


able me to diſcuſs. Bur, Oſwego is now'loſt, and 


would have been ſo in the Spring of 1755, if more. 


important Affairs had not made the French neglect 


it. At this Time the Garrifon of Oſwego conliſted 
only of 100 Men, under Captain King. The old 


Fort being their only Protection, which mounted 
only eight four Pounders, was incapable of Defence, 


becauſe it was commanded by an Eminence directly 
croſs a narrow River, the Banks of which were co- 
vered with thick Wood, 


In May, 1755, Ofewer being in this Condition, 
and thus garriſon'd; thirty french Batteaux were ſen 
to pals, and two Days after 11 more; each Batteau 
(being much larger than ours) containing 15 Men; 
ſo that this Fleet conſiſted of near 600 Men: A 
Force, which with a ſingle Mortar, might ſoon 


| have taken Poſſeſſion of the Place. 


A Reſolution was now taken to make the Fort 


larger, and erect tome new ones; to build Veſſels 


upon the Lake; to encreaſe the Garriſon; and pro- 
vide every Thing neceſſary ro-annoy the Enemy, 


1o as they might render the Place tenable. Caprain 


Broadſtreet arriving on the 27th of May at the 
Fort with two Companies, fome ſmall Swivel 
Guns and the firſt Parcel of Work men, made ſome. 
imagine that a Stop would: be put to the French 
yet, they ſtill permitted 11 more French Batteaux 
to paſs by, tho' we were then ſuperior to them in 


theſe Boats, or at leaſt in Number. The Reaſon . 


our 
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our Forces could not attack them, was, becauſe, 


they were four Miles in the Offing, on board large 


Veſſels. in which the Soldiers could ftand to fire 


without being overſet ; and our Batteaux in which 
we maſt have attack d them were ſo ſmall that they 
would contain only ſix Men each, and ſo-tickliſh, 


that the inidvertent Motion of one Man would o- 
verſet them. No Care, however, was taken to pro- 


vide larger Boats againſt another Emergency of 
the ſame Kind. At Oſwego, indeed, it was ops 


pratticable for want of Iron-work; ſuch being the * 
provident Forecaſt of thoſe who had the Manage- 


ment of Affairs, that tho' there were Smiths e- 
nough ; yet, there was, at this Place, but one Pair 
of Bellows; ſo that the firſt Accident that ſhould 
happen to that neceſſary Inſtrument, would ſtop all 


is the Operations of the Forge at once. 


The ee of June, the r 
arrived from Boſton, and on the 28th of the tame 


Month, the firſt Veſſel we ever had on the Lake 

1 Ontario, was launched and fitted out: She was a 
Schooner 40 Feet in the Keel, had 14 Oars, and 
12 Swivel Guns. This Veſſel, and 320 Men, was 


all the Force we had at Oſwego at the Beginning - 
of July, and was victualled at the Expence of the 


Province of New-Tork. Happy, indeed, it was, 
that the Colony Proviſions were there; for ſo little 
Care had been taken to get the King s Proviſions 

ſent up, that, when we arrived, we muſt have pe- 


riſn'd with Famine, had we not found a Supply , 
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About the Middle of July, an Attack was again 
expected, when we (the Forces under General r. 
) were ſtill near 300 Miles diſtant. And, if the 
Attack had then been made, with the Force the 
Enemy was known to have had at hand, it muſt, 


for the Reaſon I have juſt n mm have fallen 7 
780 _ Poſſeſſion. 


Such was the State of Ofwegs, when we arrived 
there: Where we had been but a ſmall Time, be- 
fore Proviſions began to be very ſcarce; and the 
King's Allowance being ſtill delay'd, the provin- 
cial Stores were ſoon exhauſted, and we were in 
Danger of being ſoon famiſhed, being on leis than 
 Half-Allowance. The Men being likewiſe worn 
out and fatigued with the long March they had 
ſuffered, and being without Rum (or allowed none 


at leaſt), and other proper Nutriment, many fell 


ſick of the Flux, and died; ſo that our Regiment 
was greatly reduced i in fix Weeks time: A Party 
that we left at the important Carrying- place, at 
Wood's Greek, beirg abſolutely oblig: 1 to deſert it 
for Want of Neceflaries. 


Sickneſs, Death, and Deſertion, had, at length, 
fo far reduc'd us, that we had ſcarce Men enough 
to perform Duty, and protect thoſe who were daily 
at work. The Indians keeping a ſtrict look-out, 
render'd every one who paſs d the Out- guards or 
Centinels, in Danger of being ſcalp'd or murder'd. 
To prevent Contequences like theſe, a Captain's 
Guard of fixty Men, with two Lieutenants, two 
Serjeants, two Corporals, and one Drum, beſides | 
| Iwo n+. coma walk a . Corporal, and 
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twelve Men, in each, were daily mounted, and did 
Duty as well as able. Scouting- Parties were like- 

wiſe ſent out every Day: 
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But the Sickneſs ſtill 
continuing, and having 


Heppereli s Regiment join d us. 


. lictle Diligence being now made uſe of, about 
the Middle of September, four other Veſſels were 


got ready, viz. A deck'd Sloop of cight Guns, 
four Pounders, and 30 Sivels; a deck'd Schooner, 
eight Guns, four Pounders, and twenty-eight Swi- 
vels; one undeck'd Schooner, of fourteen Swivels 


and fourteen Oars, and another of twelve Swivels 


| Ang. fourteen Oars ; about 150 Tons each. 


| Dathe 24th of Offober, with this Armament, 
and a conſiderable Number of Batteaux, which 


were too ſmall to live upon the Lake in moderate 
' Weather, we were preparing to attack Niagara ; ; 


tho” (notwithſtanding we bad taken all the Provi- 


ſions we could fied.” in Oſwege, and had left the 
Garriſon behind, with ſcarce enough tor three 
Days) the Fleet had not Proviſions ſufficient . 
on board to carry them within Sight of the Enemy, 
and Supplies were not to be got within 300 Miles ; 

of the Place we were going againſt. However, 

the impracticability of ſuccecding in an Expedition 
undertaken without Victuals, was diicovered time 
enough to prevent our March, or Embarkation, 


or whatever it may be call' 43 but not before nine 


Batteaux laden with Officers Baggage, were ſent 
ſorwards, ſour Men in each Batteau; in one of 


5 | Which it Was my Lot to be. Ihe Men being 
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300 Men at work, we 
were oblig'd to leſſen our Guards, till General 


Fee 
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weak and low in Spirits, with continual harraſſing 
and low feeding, render'd our Progreſs very te- 


dious and difficult. Add to this, the Places we 


had to pals and aſcend ; for, in many Parts, the Ca- 
tarafts, or Falls of W ater, Which deſcended near 
the Head of the River Onondaga (in ſome Places 
near 100 Feet perpendicular), render'd it almoſt 
impoſſible for us to proceed; for the Current run- 
ning from the Bottom, was fo rapid, that the Ef- 


forts of twenty or thirty Men were ſometimes re- 


quired to drag the Boats along, and eſpecially to 
get them up the Hills or Cataracts, which we 
were forced to do with Ropes : Sometimes, when 


with great Labour and Difficulty, we had got them 


up, we carried them by Land near a Quarter of a 
Mile, before we came to any Water, In ſhort, 
we found four Men to a Batteau inſufficient ; for 
the Men belonging to one Batteau, were fo fatigued 


and worn out, that they could not manage her, . 


that ſhe lay behind e 2 League. 


The Captain cher was with us, e this, 
as ſoon as we had got the others oyer the moſt dif- 
ficult Falls, order'd two beſides myſelf to go and 
help her forwards: Accordingly I got into her, in 
order to ſteer her, whilſt my two Comrades and 
her own Crew dragged her along. When we got 
to any Cataracts, | remained in her to faſten the 
Ropes and keep all ſafe, while they haujed her 
up; but drawing her to the Summit of the laſt 
Cataract, the Ropes gave way, and down ſhe fell 
into a very rapid and boiſt'rous Stream; where, not 
being able by myſelf to work her, ſhe ſtove to Pieces | 
8 4 mal Rock, on which, foms Part of her rer 
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maining till Morning, I miraculouſly ſav'd myſelf, 


Never, was my Lifc in greater Danger than in this 
"Situation; the Night being quite dark, and no 


Aſſiſtance to be obtain'd from any of my Com- 


rades; tho' many of them, as I afterwards learn'd, 
made diligent Search ſor me; but the Fall of the 


W ters render'd the Noiſe that they, as well as my- 
ſelf made, to be heard by one another, quite incf- 


fectual. 


In the Morning they We Grd me, but in 
a wretched Condition, quite benumb'd, and alu oft 
dead with the Foie, having nothing on but my 


— 


io! Shirt 


After various Efforts, having, with great Difficul- 
ty, got me up, they uſed all proper Means to recover 
my worn-out Spirits: But the Fire had a fatal Ef- 
fect to what they intended, for my Fleſh ſwelled 
all over my Body and Limbs, and cauſed ſuch a De- 
privation of my Senſes, that I fainted, and was 
thought by all to be dead. However, alter ſome 
Time, they pretty well recover d my ſcatter d Sen- 
ſes and fatigued Body; and, with proper Care, 
conducted me, with tome others (who were weak 
and ill of the Flux), to Allan), where the Hoſe 
Deal received our poor, debilitated e e 


The reſt, not able to e or being coun- 


| termanded, bent their Coufſe back again to Oſce- 
90. Where, a friendly Storm preventing an Em- 


bar kation, A a Stock of Proviſions was got to- 


— gerber (ſufficient to adage them from eating one 


Of PETER WILLIAMSON. 59 


another, during the firſt twelve Days), all Thoughts 
of attacking Niagara were laid alide. a 


Thus ended this formidable Campaign. The vet 
ſels that we had built (as | afterwards learn d) were 
unrigged and laid up, without having been put 5 
any Uſe; while a French Veſſel was cruiſing on 
the Lake, and carrying Supplies to Niagara, 
without Interruption; five others as large as ours, 
being alſo ready to launch at -Frontenac, which 
lies acroſs the Lake Ontario, North of Oſwego. ' 


The General, whatever Appearances might have 
led others, as well as myſelf, to think otherwiſe; 
ſoon indicated his latention of not wintering at 
Oſcuego; for, he left the Place before the a di- 
tional Works were compleated, and the Garriſon, 
by inſenſible Degrees, decreaſed to 1100 Men; ſtill 
living in perpetual Terror, on the Brink of Fa- 
mine, and become mutinous for Want of their 
Pay; which, in the Hurry of military Buſmeſs, 
po — a Year that was crowded with great Events, 
had been forgotten; for, from my firtt inliſting, to | 
the Time I was lid up at Albany, I never had re- 

cei ved above ſix Weeks Pay. 


i EF FEET 
ad 14 


A little, 1 may be . in a Vindication of 
. the: General and. his numberleſs Delays, viz., Fhat | 
| it took ſome Time to, xaiie the two. Regiments, | 
which were in Br itiſh, Pay, es the Name of in- 
liſting for Life, is ſome what forbidding to the Ane. 
# TICANS : (a few of whom, as well as mylclf,. made | 
.our,agreement for three Years; ; but after that 2 

Ta we muſt have de pended on his Feile 
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our being diſcharg' d, according to. our Contract, 
had it not fallen out otherwiſe ). The unuſual Dry 
neſs of the Summer which rendered the Rivers 
down to Oſwego in ſome Places impaſſable, or very 
difficult for the Batteaux to proceed; and it was 
whiſper'd, that a Gentleman, lately in an eminent 
Station in Ne ork, did all in his Power to hin- 
der the U ndertaking, from a Pique to the General 

By theſe Diſadvantages, he was detained at Albany, 
*rill Auguſt, and even when he did reach Of: Wer, - 
De Yourg himſelf put to no little Difticulty to main- 
tain his Ground, for want of Proviſions; and the 
Men being fo reduced, more than orice, to ſhort 


I Allowance, as you have ſeen, became troubled with 


the Flux, and had not any Thing neceſſary, not 
even Rum tufficient for the common Men, to * 


= vent the fatal Effects of that Diſorder. 


1 this Manner, the n was ſpent on our 
Side: and the Reaton why the French did not this 
Lear take Oſwego, when they might; with 16 little 
Trouble, was, as many beſides myſelf conjectured, 
that they thought it more their Intereſt to purſue 
their Projects on the Ohio, and preſerve the Friend- 
thip of the conſiderable Indians; which, an Attack 
F rig Ofc ego, at that Time, would have deſtroyed. a 


Ho far they ſucceeded in ſuch their projects, 

af the Reaſons of their Succeſſes, a little Animad- 
verſion on our own Tranſactions will let us into the 
Light of. For as Appearanoes on our Side, were very 


2 Favolrable in the Spring; General Braddock's De- 


Net greatly increas'd the. Gloom which ſat on the . 


Con Itenarices of the Americans. pes 
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"Great Things being expected ſrom him, he arri- 


ved early, and Fort Du Queſne, ſcemed to be ours, 


if we did but go and demand it. The Attacks de- 


ſiggned againſt Niagara and Fort Frederick, at 
 Crown-t ot, were planned i in the Winter, arid the 
Troops employed againſt the Freue h in Nova-S o. 
t/a, embark'd at Foſtun in April. Let us view 


the Events beſides thoſe already mentioned. Ge- 
neral Braddock was ready to march in April; but 
thro' Ignorance, or Neglect, or a Miſunderſtandin 

with the Governor of Virginia; had neither fre ſh 


Proviſions, Horſes or Waggons pgovided ; and-lo 


late as the Latter-end of May, it was neceſſary to 


apply to Penſhlvania, for the moſt Part of thoſe. 


This Neglect, ereated a moſt pernicious Diffidence 
and Diſcredit of the Americans, in the Mind of 
the General, and prevented their Uſefulneſs where 


their Advice was wanted, and produced very bad 


Effects. He was a Min (as 'tis now too well 
known and beliey'd) by no Means, of quick Ap- 
prehenſion, and could not conceive that füch People 


could inftru him; and his young Counſellors pre- 


judiced him till more, to as to flight his Officers, 


| and what was worie, his Enemy; ; as it was treated 5 
as an Abſurdity to ſuppoſe the Indians would ever 
attack Regulars: And, of Couiſe, no Care was taken 


to inſtruct the Men to reſiſt their peculiar Manner 
of fighting. Had this Circumſtance been attended 


to, I am fully perſuaced, 400 1nd1a7s, about the 
Number that defeated him, would have given him 
very little Annoyance: Sure, I am, 400 of our 
People rightly managed, wo ould have made no Dif- 

ficulty of driving before them that Handful, to 
hom ne owed his n * Death. 
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reduce the Fort at Croun- Point, met that Fate, 
which the jarring Countels of a divided People 


commonly meet with; for tho the Plan was con- 
certed in the Winter of 1754, it was Auguſt be- 
fore theſe petty Governments could bring together 


their Troops. In ſhort, it muſt be own'd by all, 


that Delays were the Banes of our Undertakings, 
except in the Bay of Tundi, in Nova-& otia, where 


| Secrecy and | were rewarded with Suc- ; 
ceſs, and that Province reduced. | 


The General continued inactive, from the Time 


he left Oſwego, to March, 1756, when he was 


about to reſume the Execution of his: Scheme to 


attack Frontenac and Niagara. What would 
have been the Iſſue of this Project, neither myſelf, 


nor any other Perſon, can now pretend to ſay, for 


Juſt at this Criſis: he received Orders from England, 
to attempt nothing, till Lord Loudon ſhould arrive, 
which was ſaid ſhould be early in the Spring, 


1 However, his Lordſhip did not get there till the 
Middle of July, ſo that by this Delay, Time was 


given to the Marquis de Mantcalm (Major-Gene- 
cal Dreshau's Succeſſor) to arrive from France at 
Canada with 3000 regular Voter and take the 


Field 1 us. ö 


But to return from this Drain. to other 


Tranſactions. When I was pretty well recovered 


again, I embark'd on board a Veſſel from Albany 


for New-] ork; where, when I arrived, I found to 
my Sorrow, my Captain, Mr. 6h-rl-y, the General's 
Son, * been dead for ſome Time; he was a very 


1 | | BOP 


- 


r 
d 
y 
0 

» 
8 
y 
)- 


4 


Of PETER WILLIAMSON. * 63 


promiſing, worthy, young Gentleman, and uni- 


verſally regretted. His Company was given to 
Major James Kinnair, who ordered, that none of 
his Nen ſhould go out on the recruiting Paities, 

as was at firſt intended by his Predeceffor; but, 

that the private Men ſhould either return to Ofwe: 
86 or do Duty in the Fort at New-Torkt, Not 
iking my Station here, I entreated the General, 

who was now arrived, for a Furlow, to ſee wy 
Friends in Penſyloania, which, he having then no 
great Occafion for mo, at t Net WT] ork, granted for 


three Months. 


0s L fave he cd; Ned . ork, kg ban 


| * given a Short Account of the two Cities, hi- 


ladelphia and Boſton, it would be a Diſreſpect to 


this elegant one, not to take Notice of it, as well 


as in ſome Mezſure debarring the Reeder from ſach _ 
Information as may not be difagreeab!e; bur not be- 


ing of that Note or Conſequence with the others, 1 


ſhall briefly obſerve; that 


New-Tork is a very fine City, and the Capital of 


th. Province of that Name; it contains about 3000 


Houſes, and near 9000 Inhäbitants. The Houſes 


are all well built, and the meaneſt of them iaid to 


be worth 100 /. which cannot be ſaid of the City ot 
the ſame Name, nor of any other in England. 
Their Converſation is polite, and their Furniture, 
Dreſs, and Manner of Living, quite elegant. In 
Drinking and Gallantry they exceed mw City i in 
America, 
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The Great Church is a very handiome Edifcn, Fo 
| and built in 1695. Here are alſo a Dutch Church, | 


0 | 8 French Church, and a Litheran Church. "The 


Inhabitants of Dutch Extraction, make a con der- 
able Part of the Town, and moſt of them ſpeak 
Ku, | _ 


Th Ig "RI RE] my Furlow, 1 h ſet 
out for Penſylvania, and arriving at Philadet- 
Pbhia, found the Conſternation and Terror of the 
Inhat ants was greatly incrcaſed to what it was 
when J left them. They had made ſeveral Treaties 
of Friendſhip with the Indians, who, when well 
ſopplied with Arms, Ammunition, Cloaths, and 
other Neceſſaries, thro the pacific Meaſures, and 
defenceleſs State 'of the Philadelphians, ſoon re- 
volted to the French, and committed great Out- 
rages on the back Parts of the Province; deſtroy ing 
and maſſacring Men, Women, and Children, and 
every | hing that unhappily lay | in their Way. A 
few Inſtances of which, together, with the Beha- 
viour of the Philadelphians on theſe Occaſions, - 
I I ijhall here preſent the Reader with, who, of 
whatever Sect or Profeſſion, I am well aſſured, | 


0 bl muſt condemn the pacific Diſpoſition and private 
Factions that then reign'd, not only in the Aſſem- 


bly, but among the Magiſtrates themſelyves; who 


1 | Vere a long Time, before they could agree on proper 
WW Petitions, to rouſe the indolent Aﬀembly from the 


lethargic and inactive Condition they "abſolutely 
Temained i in. 


3 "a . the Middle of October, 3 large Body 
: of nts, e 8 De-laswares, Ke 


fell 5 
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fell u pon this Province, from ſeveral Quarters, al- 

moſt at the ſame Inſtant, murdering, burning, and 

laying Waſte all where ever they came; 10 that in 

the five Counties of Cumberlaud, Tork, Lancaſter, 

Berks, and Northampton, which compoſe more 

than H alf the Province, nothing but Scenes of 
: "DiſtraQtion and Deſolation were to be ſeen. 


The Demag which theſe Counties had {| and 
by the Deſertion of Plantations, is not to be rec- 
Kkon'd up; nor are the. Miferies of the poor Inha- 
bitants to be deſeribed; many of whom, tho eſcap- 

ing with Life, were, without a Moment's War- 
ning driven from thoſe Habitations where they en- 
joyed every Neceſſary of Life, and were then ex- 
poſed to all the Severity of an hard Winter; and 
obliged to ſolicit their very Bread at the cold 
Hand of Charity, or > im with e Aer the 
e Air. | | | 


T6:theſs Barbarities I have already merten 
J can't paſs over the following, as introductory 
Cauſes, of the Philadelphiaus at laſt ln 
the Outrages of the Barbarians. 


At Gnadenhutren, a ſmall Moravian Settlement, 
in Northampton County, the poor, unhappy Sof⸗ 
ferers, were ſitting round their peaceful Supper, 
when the inhuman Murderers, muilled in the 
Shades of Night, dark and horrid as the infer- 
nal Purpoſes of their diabolic Souls, ſtole upon 
them, butcher'd them, ſcalp'd them, and conſum'd 
their Bodies, together, with their Horſes, their 
Stock, and 8 of ſixty Head of fat Cattle, 


1 | "I N 5 | (intended | 
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ch for the ee of. the” 2 os 9. 

' Bethlehem) all in one general Flame; ſo that next 
Morning furniſhed only a melancholy e of , 

\ Their Minslen Aſhes. e I 


"At the Coby Cove in Ge at Tulpebor- 
Ein, in Berks, and in ſeveral ot her Places, their Bar- 
barities were fill greater, it poſſible. Men, Wo- 
men, Children, and Brute-beaſts, ſhared one com- 
mon Deſtruction; and where they were not burnt 
to Aſhes, their mangled Limbs were found promiſ- 
cuouſly ftrew'd upon the Ground, thoſe appertain- 
ing to the human Form, ſcarce to be d:ftinguiſhed 
from che Brute! 


But br all the Wines of the Bebe 3 
bat in theſe Parts, I could not help being moſt af- 
felted with the following. —One Family, confiſting 
of the Husband, his Wife and a Child, only a few 
Hours old, were all found murder'd, and ſealp'd in 
this Manner: The Mother firetch'd on the Bed, 
with her new- born Child, horribly mangled, and | 
put under her Head for a Pillow, while the Huſ- 
band lay on the Ground, hard-by, with his 5 
ript up, and his rain laid open. 


In rr Place, a Women with her e 
Child. finding that ſhe had fallen into the Hands of 
5 the Enemy fell flat on her Face, prompted by the 
ſtrong Cal 'of Nature, to cover and ſhelter her 
Innocent Child with her own Body. The accurſed 
Savage Tuſh'd from his lurking Place, ſtruck her 
in the Head with his Tomahawk, tore off her 
Scalp, and d Kurd back. into the Woods, without 
3 22 
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obſerving the Child, being apprehenſive that ge 
was diſcovered. The Child was found ſometime 
i afterwards under the Body of it's Mother, and was 
Many of their young Women were carried by 
* | the Savages into Captivity, reſerved, perhaps, for 
a worſe Fate, than thoſe who ſuffered Death in, 
all its horrid Shapes; and no Wonder, ſince they © _ 
> were reſerved by Savages, whoſe tender Mercies, s 
might be accounted more cruel than their ver 
4 Cruelty itſelf. 1 ne | | 


Yet, even during all this Time, this Province 
(had Things been properly ordered) need but, in 
. Compariſon to her Strength, have lifted her Foot, 
and cruſh'd- all the At Force on their Borders; 
but unuſed. to ſuch Undertakings, and bound by 
5 | #on-reſiſting Principles from exerting her Strength, 
and involv'd in Diſputes with the Proprietaries, 
1 they flood ſtill; vainly hoping the French would 
, be ſo moderate, as to be content with their Victory, 
] over Braddock, or at leaſt confine. their Attacks 
- | to Virginia: But they then ſaw, and ſelt all this 
was Deluſion, and the Barbarities of the Iadian 
Parties headed by French Officers: Not withſtand- 
Ing all which, they continued-in domeſtic Debates, 
Z | Without a Soldier in Pay, or a Penny in the Tiea- 
ft | ſary. In ſhort, if the Enemy had then had, but 
4 I 500 Men at the 0%, and would have attempted 
r it, no Raſhneſs could have been perceived in their 
J | marching down to the City of Ha ia. 
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Thus ſtood our Affairs on the Side of the Obio, | 
when an old Captain of the Warriors, in the Inter- 
eſt of the Philadelphians, and their ever faithful 
Friend, whoſe Name was Scarrooyaa, alias Mono- 
e on the firſt Notice of theſe Misfortunes, 


came haſtening to Philadelphia, together, with Col. 


Meiſer, the provincial Interpreter, and two other 


Indian Chiefs. Scarooyda immediately demanded 


an Audience of the Aſſembly, Who were then ſit⸗ 
ting, to whom he ſpoke in a very affecting Manner. 
His Speeches being printed, and ſold about Thila- 


delphia, 1 procur'd one of them, which was as * 


follows. | 


' 


Britbren, 


« We are once more come among you, and ſin= 
* cerely condole with you on Account of the late 


00 * Bloodſhed, and the awful Cloud that hangs over 


*yov, and over us. Brethren, you may be un- 


« - doubtedly aſſured, that theſe horrid Actions 


© were committed by none of thoſe Nations that 


have any Fellowſhip with us, but by certain 
FAM , falic-hearted and treacherous Brethren. It grieves 


us more than all our other Misſortunes, that ar 


of our good Friends, the Englifi 5 ſhould d ſuſped 
G us of having falſe Hearts. 


47 
5 ret hren, 


ce If you were not an Mg pes OY we are 


* 


15 25 * 300 Warriors, firm to your Intereſt; and, if you 


are ſo unjuſt to us, as to retain any Doubts of 
our Sincerity, we offer to put our Wives, our 


Ls, « Children and all we | have into your Hands, to 


55 * deal 


. 
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Fe i deal with them as ſeemeth good to you, if we, 
are found in the leaſt to ſwerve from you. But, 


85 * Brethren, you muſt ſupport and afliſt us, for we 


* are not able to fight alone agaivft the powerful 
x: * Nations who are coming againſt you; and you, 
„ muft this Moment reſolve, and give us an expli- 
© cit Anſwer what you "will do: For, theſe Nati- 
&© ons have ſent to deſire us, as old F riends, cither, 
© to join them, or get out of their Way and ſhift 
« for ourſelves. Alas Brethren, we are ſorry. to 
© ave you! We remember the many Tokens of, 
* your Friendſhip to us; But, what ſhall we do? 
3 1 cannot Hand alone, and you will not ſtand 


with us!— OB 
2 


Brethrer, 3 12 
« The Time is precious. While we are 5 


conſulting with you, we know not what may be 
e the Fate of our Brethren at Home. We do 
* therefore. once more invite, and requeſt you to- 


act like Men, and be no longer as Women, pur- 
* ſuing weak Ne that render your Names 
cc deſpicable. If you will put the Hatchet * into 


85 our Hands, and ſend out a Number of your 


« young Men in Conjunction with our Warriors, 
« and provide the neceſſary Arms, Ammunition 


e and Proviſions, and likwiſe build ſome ſtrong 


© Houſes for the Protection of our old Men, Wor 
« men, and Children, while we are abſent in War, 
e ſhall ſoon wipe the Tears from your Eyes, 


« and make theſe falſe-hearted Brethren repent 


« their Treachery. and Rh, towards you, and 
* towards us. | 


2 


f 14 | ' : . 1 But 
* Se the Note under Tomahawk, Page 12. 1 


Told. i 


1 Ws 


r 
But, we muſt. at the fame Time, ſolemnly ab . 
* ſure you, that if you delay any longer to ace 
in Conj inction with us, or think, to put us off, 
Las uſual, with uncertain Hopes, you muſt not 

expect to ſee our Faces under this Roof any 
more. We muſt ſhift for our own Safety, and 
leave you to the Mercy of your Enemies, as an in- 

( fatuated People, upon whom we can have no 


© longer Dependance.” 


The Tears flood in the old Man's Eyes, while 
he deliver d this laſt Part; and no Wonder, ſince 
the very Being of his Nation depended upon their 

joining the Enemy, or our enabling them imme- 
_ diately to make Head againſt them. | 
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It was ſome Time, however, before the Aſſem- 
bly could be brought to conſent to any vigorous 
Meaſures for their own Defence. The back Inha- 
bitants loſt all Patience at their Conduct. Till at 
length the Governor exerted his utmoſt Power, and 
3 Militia and Money Bills to paſs. By 
irtue of the former, the Freemen of the Province 
were enabled to form themſelves into Companies, 
aud each Company by a Majority of Votes, by 
Way of Ballot, to chuſe its own Officers; big. a 
Captain, Lieutenant, and Enſign; who, if approv'd 
of, were to be commiſſion'd by the Governor. So 
that the Philadelphiaus were at laſt permitted to 
iſe and arm themſelves in their own Defence. 
They accordingly form'd themſelves into Compa- 
nnies; the Governor ſigning to all Gentlemen qua- 
fed, who had been regularly ballotted, Commiſ- 
ſions for that Purpoſe. %%% ages ood 
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Captain Davis, was one of the firft⸗ WhO had a 
| Company; and, being deſirous of my Service, in 
order to inſtruct the. Irregulars in their Diſciplitie, 

'obtain'd from the Governor, a Certificate to indem- 
nify me from any Puniſhment which, mi ht be ad- 
Jude ed by the Regiment to which I'a ready, be- 
; vp for, without that, I had not gone. Our 
Company, which conſiſted of 100 Men, was, not 
compleated till the 24th. of December, 175 33 when, 
loſing no Time, we next Morning imareh'd from 
Philadelphia in in high Spirits ; teſolving to ſhew 36 
little Quarter to the Savages, as Hey Þ bad to PAY 

of 1 us. 


$ 
5-* 


Colonel Armſirong bad been more evpedi tious; : 
for, he had raiſed 280 provincial Irregulars, and 
marched 3 little Time before againſt the Obi Mo- 
riaus; but, of him, more herealter, e | 


"te arrived the 26th of Dectw#be} at Babe 
in the Porks of the River De-luctbure; - where, 
being kindly received by the Mor abianc, we load- 
ed fix Waggons with, Proviſions, and proceeded on 
to the Apalatiau Myuntains, of Hluè Hills, to à 

Town call'd Kennortonhead, Which the Mora 
had deſerted on account of the Indians.” "Fifty of 
our Men, of whom I made one, were 9704 . be- 
ſore the reft, to ſee Whether the Town was de- 
ſtroyed or not. Dilpoſing them to the beſt Ad- 
vantage, we march'd on, till we came withia five 
Miles F the Place, which WE * Found ftanding its 


tire. 


Hane 
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1 Having a very une ven, rugged Road to. get to it, 
and not aboye four Men able to go a-breaft, we 

were on a ſudden alarm'd, by the firing of the 
Flank-ghaards, which were a little in the Rear of 

our Van The Savages briskly returned their 
8 Fire, 204 K i'd; the Enfien and ten of ' the Men, 
e 0 Fyeral others, : a LY 185 hl 
i” " Findirig this. I1 being Chief! in einten Kü 
ed as; Lieutenant, and received Pay as ſuch from 
5 my firſt Entrance, for my Trouble and Duty in 
5 Wen the Company), order'd the Men to march 
on with all Expedition to the Town, and all the 
Way to keep a running Fire on the Enemy, as 
nt had. fallen on our Kear. 
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We ſhould have got thee: in very ada Order, 
had it not been for a River we had to croſs, and 
the Weather being ſo excellive cold, our Cloaths 
froze to our Bodies as ſoon as we got out of the 
Water. However, with great Difficulty we 
'reach'd the Town, and got into the Church, with 
the Loſs of twenty-ſeven Meg. There we wade 
as good Preparations for our Defence as poſſibly 
we could, making a great Fire of the Benches, 

eats, and what we could find therein, to dry our 
| Cloaths;. not eſteeming it the leaſt Sacrilege or 


Lime, WP; ſuch an Emergency, | : ER 


The an ſoon follow'd us into the Town, 
3 ſurrounding us, tried all Methods to burn the 
Church; but our continual Firing kept them off 
for about fix Hours, till our Powder and Ball were 
Tho all. . In the Nie ight 1 ſet 1 Houſes . 
On 
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en fire; and, we dreading the Conſequences of be- 


ing detained there, reſoly'd- to make one bold Ef- 
fort, ' and puſh ourſelves through the Savages 


Forces, which was accordingly done with the moſt 


undaunted Courage. The Enemy fir'd continually ' 
on us during our Retreat, and kill'd many of our 
Men, but in their Confuſion many of themſelves 
as well; it being ſo very dark that we were not well 
able to diſcern our own Party ; ; fo that only five 

of us kept together and got into the Woods; the 
reſt, whom we left behind, I doubt fell Sacrifices 


to > the Savages. 


The Nig ht being ſo exceſſive 1 and having; 


| but few Cleachs with us out of the Church, two. 
of my Comrades froze to death, before we could 


reach any inhabited Place. In ſhort, we did not | 


get any Relief till four o'Clock in the Morning, 


when we arrived at an Houle that lay in the Gap 
of the Blue Hills; were our Captain had arrived 
with the Remainder of the Men and Wass gons tho | 
Ivy before. 


The . enquiring our Suoxeſs, I gave him. 
the melancholy Detail of our unfortunate Expedi= 
tion: Upon which, an Expreſs was immediately 
ſent to the Governor, with the Account; WhO 
ordered 1600 Men to march the next Morning tor 


the ſame Place, under the Command of General 


Franklin, not only to bury the Dead and build a 
Fort there, but to extirpate the Savages who in- 
feſted theſe Parts, and were too powerful for our 
n Number aden Captain Davis. | 
” 85 
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The 3 of our little Party were now 

building a Fort at the Place where we lay, for our 

Defence, till more Aſſiſtance ſhould arrive; for 
we were under continual Apprehenſions of the 45. 
dians purſuing : and N us San. 5p 


5 On the ↄth of 3 17 56, we were rein- 
forced by General Fraulliu and his Body; and the 


next Day ſet out again for Kennorron-Head ; where, 

when we atriv'd, to our great Conſternation, we 
found little Occafion to bury our unhappy Com- 
rades, the Swine (which in that Country are vaſtly 

numerous in the Woods) having deyour'd their 

Bodies, and nothing but Bones ſtrewed up and 

down were to be ſeen. We there built a Vaie in 
the Place where the old Church had flood, and 
gave it the Name of Fort Allen; this was finiſh'd 
in fix Days, and in ſo good a Minrice, that 100 
Men would make great Reſiſtance againſt a much 

greater 189878 of Indians. 


On the 1 8th, 1400 of us were dere e fl 

teen Miles diſtant from thence, on the Frontiers 

of the Province; where we built another Fort call'd, 
Fort- Norris. In our Way thither, we found ſix 

Men ſcalp'd and murder d in a moſt cruel Manner. 

By what we could diſcern, they had made a vigow 
Tous Defence, the Barrels and Stocks of their Guns, 
being broke in Pieces, and themſelves cut and man- 


Sled in a terrible Manner. 8 TAG 36 


Fre thence, we were erde comatth towards a 
Place call'd, The Minni ſinles, but this Journey pro- 
ved longer than We were aware of. The Indians 

e . F | commit» 
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committing great Ovtrages in theſe Parts, having 
bufnt and deftroyed all the Houſes, &c. in our 


Way: Theſe Tragie-Actions caufed us to divide. 


euflelves into leveral Parties who were ordered 


divers 1 to cut off as . of theſe Savages- 


as poſſible. 

The Day after this Scheme was put into Execu- 
tion, e met with a ſmall Party, which we put to 
the 'Rout, killing fourteen of them. We then 
made all poſlible Diſpatch to ſave ſome! Houſes we. 


ſaw on Fire, but on our nearer Approach, found 


our Endeavours in vain + John Swiſher, and his 
Family, having been before ſcalp'd, and burnt to 
Aſhes in his own Houfe: On the tollowing: Night, 
the Houſe of James Wallis underwent the ſame 

Fate; himſelf; Wife, ſeven Children, and the reſt 
of his Family, Being ſcalp'd and durnt therein. 


The Houſes and Families of Philip Green and 


Abraham Nairn, ſuffered ia the like Manner. 


Nor did the Cruelty of theſe Barbarians ſtop here, 


hat attack'd the L Dwelling-boult of George Hunter, 


Eſq; a Gentleman of conſiderable. Worth; and | 


a Juſtice of the Peace, who made a brave Refift= 


ance, and rather than fall into the Hands, of thete 
Miſcreants, choſe to meet Death in the Flames; 


which he, his Wife, and all his Houthold con- 
ſiſtiſting of ſixteen in Number, did with the ut. 


moſt Bravery, beſore any Aſſiſtance could be recei- 
ved from our General, who had diſparched 50 of 
us for that Purpoſe, on an Expreſs being ſent to 


him that Morning. 


* 3 From 
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From leder we march'd to the Manik nhes, 
and built Fort- Morris. On the 9th of March we 
ſet out with 1000 Men to the Head of the Mini. 
fankes, and built another Fort, which we named 
Franklin, in honour of our General. All which 
Forts we garriſon? d with as many Men as we could 
poſſibly ſpare. IS 
Aſter this, we were daily cl in ſcouring 


the Woods from Fort to Fort, of theſe noxious 
Creatures, the Indiaus, and in getting as much of 


the Com together as we could find, to prevent the 


Savages from having any Benefit theretrom. . 


| Notwithſtanding our Vigilance, theſe Villains 
on the i th attack d the Houſe of James Grabam, 
but by Providence, he with his Wife, who had 
juſt laid in, and her young Infant in her Arms, 
(with nothing about her but her Shift) made 
their Eſcape to Fort-Allen, about fifteen Miles 
_ diſtant. The Child periſh'd. by the Way, and it 
was Matter of Wonder to the whole Garriſon to 
find either of them alive; indeed, they were in a 
deplorable Condition, and we imagined they would 


expire every Moment. The Wife, however, to 


our great Aftoniſhment, recover d, but the Husband 
did not ſurvive above ſix Hours after their Arri- 


val. 

The Houſe of Tac Cook ſuffer d by the 3 ; 
himſelf, his Wife, and * Chilaren, es Fg 

and burnt in it. 


VF Tedious 


by 
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Tedious and ſhocking would it be to enumerate 


Half the Murders, Conflagrations, and Outrages, 5 | 
committed by theſe helliſh Infidels. Let it ſuffice 


therefore, that from the Year 1753, when they firſt 
began their Barbarities, they had murder'd, burnt, 
ſcalp'd, and deſtroy' d, above 3500 Souls; above 
1000. whereof, were unhappy Inhabitants of the 
Weſtern Parts of Philadelphia. Men, Women, 
and Children, fell alike a Prey to theſe Savages : 


No Regard being had by them to the tender En- 
treaties of an affectionate Parent for a beloyed Child, 


or the Infant's Prayers, in Behalf of his aged Fa- 
ther and Mother. Such are the miſerable Calami- 
ties attendant. on Schemes for gratifying the Ambi- 
tion of a tyrannic Monarch, like France, or the 
weak Contrivances and indolent Meaſures, of blun- 
dering Miniſters and Negociators —, | 


The T ime of my Furlow at length expiring, I 
prepared to ſet out for my Regiment. Having a 


recommendatory Letter from General Franklin to 


Major Kinnair, as to my Services, I marched for- 
ward for New-Tork: Where being arrived, I wait- 
ed on the Major; and, after giving him an Account 
of all our Tranſactions, and the Hardſhips and La- 
bours we had gone through, I was diſmiſgd. 


Atſter ſome Stay there, T was ordered to proceed 


on my March for Cſwego once more. But, before 
1 égo further with my own Affairs, I ſhall juſt re- 
count the Reſult of thoſe Provincials, who went, 
as I mention'd before, to quell the Sayages, under 
the Command of Colonel Armſtrong. 

He 


\ 


. On 
r I 
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le having under his Command 280 Provincials, 
deftin'd againſt the Ohiv Moriazs, againſt whom 
nothing fied been attempted, notwithflanding theit 
frequent Incurfions and Murders, penetrated 140 
| Mites through the Woods, from Fort Shirley, on 
Jaiata River, to Kittanning, an Indian Town on 
| the 0/5, about twenty-five Miles above Fort Du 
Quneſne, belonging to the French. He ſoon join'd 
| the advane'd Party at the Beaver-dams; and, on 
the fourth Evening after, being within fix Miles of 
. the Scouts diſcover'd a Fire in the 
Road, and reported that there were but three. or 
fout Indravs at it. At that Time, it was not 
thought proper to attempt ſurpriſing theſe Indians, 
leſt, if one ſhould eſcape, the Town might be a- 
- Laren'd': Lieutenant Hogg, therefore, with twelve 
Men, was left to watch them, with Orders not to 
fall upon them till Day-break; and our Forces 
ftturn' d out of the Path, to pais their a without 
. diſturbing them. 


— 
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About ret jo the Morning, having been guid- 
ed by the whooping of the Indian Warriors, at a 
Dance in the 555 they reach'd the River at a- 
bout 100 Perches below it. As ſoon as Day ap- 
peared, the Attack began; Captain Jacobs, Chief 
of the Indians, gave the War-whoop, and defended 
his Houſe bravely through the Loop-holes in the 
es The Indians generally reſuſing Quarter, 
Colonel Armſtrong ordered their Houſes to be ſet 
on Fire, which was done by the Officers and Sol- 
Adiers with great Alacrity. On this, ſome burſt out 
= of the Houſes, and attempted to reach the River, 
1 but Were 7 ſhot down. Captain Jacobs, in 

Peas 8 
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getting out of a Window, was ſhot and ſealp'd, as 
were allo his Squaw, and a Lad they call the 


King's Son. The Indians had a Number of ſparc 
Arms in their Houſes loaded, which went off in 


quick Succeſſion, as the Fire c came to them; and 


Quantities of Gun-powder, which had been lor d 
in every Houſe, blew up irom time to tune, ShfOWe 


ing ei Ns 80 into the Air. 


form'd = Colonel that, 4 75 very 8 two Aa- 


teaux of Frenchmen, with a large Party of He- la- 
ware' and French Indians, were to have join d 
Captain Jacobs, to march and take Fort HHirley; 
and that twenty-four Warriors had ſet out before 
them the preceding Evening ;' which proyed to be 


the Party that had kindled the Fire the preceding 


Night; for our People returning, found Lieute- 
nant Hegg wounded in three Places; and learn'd, 
that he had attack d the ſuppoſed Party of three or 


four at the Fire, but found them too ſtrong for him. 


He kill'd three of them, however, at the firſt Fire, 


and fought them an Hour; when, having loft three 


of his Men, the reſt as he lay wounded, abandon'd 
him and fled, the Enemy purſuing. Lieutenant 
Hogg died ſoon after of his Wounds. 


Enough of theſe two Expeditions has been ſaid; 
nor, can I well tell which of the two was moſt Thes 


ceſsful, both loſing more of their own Men than 
they kill'd of the Frenz, 


A little Retroſpe an again on the ka and 


| Behavicur of the ' Phitadelphians, and the other 


Proyinces 


N * 


Se 
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| "FOO and Places in Conjunction with them, 
may here be ſomething neceſſary: For, when I ar- 
rivd at Philadelphia, T found, that however me- 
lancholy their Situation had been of late, this good 
Effect had been obtain'd, that the moſt prejudiced 
and ignorant Individual was fee/mmgly convinced of 
the Neceſſity of vigorous Meaſures; and, beſides 
national and public Views, then, the more: prevail- 
ing ones of Reyenge and Self-Intereſt gave a Spur 
to their Counſels. They were accordingly raiſing 
Men with the utmoſt ee tion; and had, before 
the End of the Summer, a conſiderable Number, 
though not equal to what they could furniſh „having 
at leaſt 45,000 Men in Penſyboania able to fight. 


And, purſuant to Agreement, ſome Months be- 
fore the four Governments of. New-FEngland, in 
Conjunction with New-Tork (which laſt furniſhed 
= 1300) had now aſſembled 8000 Men (for the At- 
=_— tack of Fort Frederic) at Albany, 150 Miles N. 
of New-Tork, and about 130 from Grown-Point, 
under the Command of General Min lou. But 

many People dreading the Cruelty of the French, 
were not fo very eager to join them, this Tear as 

the laſt; an Impreſs therefore of Part of the Mi- 

litia, rr d in New-Tork Government. To 

prevent which, Subſcriptions were ſet on foot, to 
engage Volunteers by high Bounties; ſo loath 
were they, that ſome got nine or twelve Pounds 

Sterling to inliſt. 


The * 48th, och, and 0 Regiments "WM 
Great Britain were deſtin d for the Campaign on 
the Great Lake Ontario, and a marchd for - 

Abcko, | 
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Ofwees, thence. to be carried over in 200 great 
W hale-boats, which were then at the Lake, and 
were built at & heneffady on Mohaczk's River, and 
were long round and light; as the Batteaux, being 
flat-botrom'd and ſmall, would not anſwer the 
Navigation of the Lake, where the Waves were 
often very high. They were then, alas! intended 
to attack Port 7; gutenac, mentioned before, and 
the other French Forts on the Lake. _ Upwards of 
2000 Batteau- Men were employed to navigate the 
Batteaux, each a [Fon Burthen, laden wi Provis 
fions and Stores ſrom Albany. up the Mohawk's 
River, then thro' Oneyda Lake and River down 
to Oſwego. There were likewiſe 350 Sailors hir'd 
and gone up from Ne<-T ork (as i found, when 1 
arrived there) to navigate the four arm'd Ships on 
the Lake, built there, as I have before- mention d, 
the laſt Year, for the King's Service, and two 
others were then building; Smiths, Carpenters, 
and other Artificers, having gone there for that Pur- 
| pole ſome Weeks before. Such were the Prepara- 
tions and Armaments for this Campaign, but how 
fruitleſs, to our great Diſgrace, were oon known all 
over the World! l 


1 ſhall not trouble the Reader with a lon AG 
count, of a long March I had to take from ewes 
Tork to Oſwego, to jon my Regiment, ſufficę 
it therefore, that Larrived there about the middle 
of July; but in my March thither with ſome Re- 
cruits, we join'd Colonel Br oadſtrect, at Alhany, 
and on the 6th of May, at the Great Carrying Place, 
had a Skirmiſh with the French and Judtaus, Wee 
in ſeveral Were kill d and wounded on both 22 of 


* „„ 
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the latter 1 made one. Receiving a Shot through 
my Left-hand, which intirely ditabled my third 
and fourth Fingers; and having no Hoſpital, or 
any Conveniencies for the Sick there, Iva; after 
having my Hand dreſſed in a wretched Manner, 

| ſent with the next Batteaux to Albany to get it cur'd, 


As ſcon as T was well, I ſet forwards for Of: 2ege, | 
And, when arrived there, I began to make what 
Obſervations I could, as to the Alterations that had 
been made ſince my Departure in the Month of 

October, preceding. The Works of Oſwego, at 

this Time, conſiſted of three Forts, viz. The Old 

Fort, built many Years before, whole chief Strength 

was a weak Stone-wall, about two Feet thick, ſo ill 

cemented, that it could not reſiſt the Force of a jour 

Pound Ball, and ſituated on the Eaſt- ſide of the Har. 

bour ; the two other Forts call'd, Fort-On:aFft# and 

Fort- George, (or Fort-Raſcal, a Name given the 
latter by the Soldiers, in Honour to Lieutenant 
 F-rz-ſom-ds, the commanding Officer at the build- 
ing of it) were each of them at the Diſtance of about 
450 Yards from the Old Fort, and ſituated on two 

Eminences, which commanded it; both theſe, as - | 

have already obſerved, were begun to be byilt laſt. 

Year upon Plans, which made them defenſible 

againſt Muſquetry, and Cannon, of three or four 

Pound Ball only; the Time not allowing Works of 

a Ong. Nature to be then undertaleen. 


; For our Deſence againſt large Cannon, we en- 
| tirely depended or: a {uperior nayal Force upon the 
7 <l which might have put it in our Power to 


5 prevent the French from bringing heavy Artillery 
2gaialt | 
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againſt the Place, as that could only be done by 
Water- carriage. 


A Day or two aſter vel at Oſwego, the Belt 


Was al d by hearing a Firing; when on diſpatch- 


ing proper Scouts, it was found- to be the French 
and Indians engaging the Batteau-Men and Sai- 
lors convoying the. Proviſions to Ofwego, from 
one River to another. On this a Detachment of 
'590 Men were ordered out in Purſuit of them, 
whereof I was one. We had a narrow Pals in the 


Woods to go thro', where we were attack'd by a 
great Number of Indians, when a deſperate Fight 
began on both Sides, that laſted above two Heuss 


However, at laſt we gain'd a compleat Victory, 
and put them intirely to the Rout; killing ſour- 


teen of them, and wounding above forty. On 
our Side we had but two Men kil[d and ſix 

Mo wounded. Many more would have been kill'd of 
"both Parties had t not been for the Thicknels of 
the Woods. | 


I cannot here omit. recounting a moſt ſingular 
Tranſaction that happen d during this my ſecond 
Time of being there, which, tho' ſcarce credible, is 
abſolutely true, and can be teſtiſied by Hundreds, 
who knew, and have often ſcen the Man. In ſhort, 
One of the 5oth Regiment, an Jriſoman, being 
placed as Centinel over the Rum which had ar. 
rived, and being. curious to know its Goodneſs, 
pierced the Cask, and drank till he was quite in- 
toxicated; when, not knowing what he did, he 
rambled from his Poſt, and fell aſleep a good way 
from the Garriſon. An Indian ſcouling that Way 


for Prey, (as is 9 d) met him, and made frec 
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with his Scalp, Khich he pluck” d and pie 
off. The Serjeant in the Morning, finding hint 
| proſtrate on his Face, and ſeeing his Scalp oft, 
= imagin'd him to be dead: but on his nearer Ap. 
| proach, and raiſing him from the Ground, the Fel- 
Id awaked from the found Sleep he had been in, 
and ask'd the Serjcant what Le wanted. The Ser. 
jeant quite furpriſed at the ſtrange Behaviour of the 
= Fellow, interrogated him, how he came there in 
4 that Condition! 2 Ne. replied, le could not tell; 
Fut that he got Very arunk, and rambled he knew 
not whither. The Serjeant adviſed him to prepare 
bor Death, not having many Hours to live, as he 
had loſt bis Sealp. Arrab, my Dear, new {Erie 
b he), and are you joking me ? for he really knew 
nothing of his being ferv'd in the Manner he was, 
and would not believe any Accident had happened 
to him, till ſeeing his Cloaths bloody, he felt his 
Head, and found it to be too true, as well as having 
2 Cut from his Mouth to his Ear. He was imme 
diately carried before the Governor, ho asking 
him, how he came to leave his Poſt ? He replied, 
That being very thirſty, be had broached CL t 
Rum, and drank about a Fin, «hich made him 
drunk; but if bis Honour c ould forgive him, he'd 
never be guilty of the like again. The Governor 
told him, it was very probable he never would, as 
he was now no better than a dead Man. Howe- 
ver, the Surgeons dreſs d his Head there, as well 
as they could, and then ſent him in a Batteaa to 
Albany, where he was perſeQly cured ; and, to 
the great Surpriſe of every Body, was living When 
I left the Country. This, though ſo extraordinary 
and pnpaatclicd an Altair, J ayer to be true; ha- 
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ving ſeveral Times ſeen the Man after this Acci- 


dent happened to kim. How his Life was pre- 


ſerved ſeems a Miracle, as no Inſtance of the like 
was ever known. 


I had forgot to mention; that, before l left At 
bany the laſt Time, upon Colonel Eroadſtreet's ar- 


"rival there, in hos” Way to Oſwego, with the Pro- 


viſions Aud Forces, conſiſting of about 500 Whale 
boats and Batteaux, intended for the Campaign on 
the Great Lake Ontario, mention d before; I join'd 
his Corps and proceeded on with the Batteaux, Kee 


Going up the River Oninlagi towards Oſcwegv, 


the Balten were on the 29th of June, at- 


tacked near the Falls, about nine Miles from G 
wego, by $99 Erench and Indian, who kill'd and 
wounded ſeventy-four of our Men, before we could 
get on Shore, which, as ſoon as we dic, the French” 
were . routed, with che Loſs of 130 Men kill'd, 
and teyeral wounded, hom we took Prifortre:? 


Had we known of aa hiks in Ambutlh, or 
of their Intent to attack us, the Victory would 


have been much more complete on our Side, as 
the Troops, Colonel Broad/treet commanded, were 


regular, well 00 Bn and in tolerable Health, 
whereas the French, by a long Paſſige ar Sea, an 1 
living hard after their Arrival at Canada, ere 
much harraſs'd and fatigued. by 5 


— 


However, we got all ſafe to Ofc De with the 
ba and Proviſions, together, with Rigging 


four 


* Cannon, ar 3 that were APD at the 
Great Garrying Place; wh ich Colonel Broadſtreet Tu, 
was to bring with him, upon his next Paſſage, from 
" Scheneftady; to which Place, as ſoon as — bad de- 
livered to the Quarter-maſter all the Stores he had 
under his Care, he was ordered to feturn with the 
Batteaux and Men to receive the Orders of Major- 
General Ambercrombie. In his Return from Be- 
nectaay, twas expected that Hallet's and Dunbar's 


Regiments would have come with him, in order to 


take Fort Frontenac, and the other French Forts 


on the Lake Ontario. But. alas! as Schemes for 
building Caſtles in the A ir, always prove abortive, 
for. want of proper ArchiteQute and Foundation, 
ſo did this Scheme of ours, for want of aduc Knows. 
| ledge of our own Situation 
On the Arrival of theſe Forces, a new 8 
and Sloop were fitted out ; and about the ſame Time 
a large Snow was alſo Jaunch'd and rigged, and 
only waited for her Guns and ſome running Rig- 
ging, which they expected every Day by Colonel 
Broadſireet; and had he returned in Time with 
the Cannon and Batteau-Men-under his Command, 
the French would nat have dared to have appeared 
on the Lake; but Colonel Broadſtreet happened to 
be detained with the Batteaux at & henectady for a- 
bove a Month * for the den- hun, Tee” | 
ment. 


Before L tals; the Attack on Of Veg, 1 mall 
review a little what the French were doing during 
theſe our . pompous e Dn 


| 8 
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The Marquis de Vaudreuil, Governor and Lieu- 


tenant- General of New- France, whilſt he provided 
for the Security of the Frontiers of Canada, was 


principally attentive to the Lakes. Being inform'd 
that we were making vaſt Preparations at Oſwego 


for attacking Niagara and Frontenac, he took and 
raz'd in the Month of March, the Fort where we 
had formed our principal Magazine, and in Zane 
following, deſtroyed, on the River of Chonegan or 
Oſwego, ſome of our Veſſels, and made ſome Pri- 


— 


Toners. The Succeſs of theſe two Expeditions en- 


couraged him to act offenſively. and to attack us at 


Oſwego. This Settlement they pretended, and 
ſtill infiſt on, to be an Incroachment, or Invaſion, 


which we had made in a time of profound Peace, and 
againſt which, they faid, they had continually re- 


monſtranced, during our blundering, negotiating 


Lawyer's Reſidence at France. It was at firſt, ſay 


they, only a fortified Magazine; but in order ta 
avail themſelves of it's advantageous Situation in 


the Centre almoſt of the French Colonies, the Ex- 
gliſt added from Time to Time ſeveral new Works, 


and made it conſiſt of three Forts as above de- 


% 


| ſeribed. ; 


The Troops deſigned for this Expedition by the 
Freich amounted to near 5000 Men, 1300 of 


which were Regulars. To prevent his Deſign be- 
ing diſdover d, M. de Vaudreuil pretended, in or- 
der the better to deceive us, who had ſo long be- 
fore been blind, that he was providing only for the 


Security of Niagara and Frontenac. The Mar- 


quis de Montcalm, who commanded on this Occa- 
on, arrived the 29th of Zaly at Fort Frontenac; 


and 
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and having given the neceſſary Directions ſor ſeo 
Curing his Retreat, in caſe it ſhould have been 
rendered inevitable, by a ſuperior Force; ſent out 
two Veſſels, one of twelve, and the other of ſixteen 
Guns, to cruize off Oſwego, and poſted a Chain of 
| Canadians and Indians on the Road between O/- 
Diego and Albany, to intercept our Couriers. All 
the Forces, and the Veſſels, with the Artillery and 
Stores, being arrived in the Bay of NVixonre, the 
Place of general Rendezvous, the Marquis de Mont- 
calm ordered his advanc'd Guard to proceed to a 
Creek call'd, Anſe aux ien, three Teague 
from Of e. But, — 


To carry on chis 3 the more accurate and 
intelligible to the Reader, I ſhall recite the Actions 
of the French and ourſel ves together, as a more 
dlear and ſuccinct Manner, of mak ing thoſe unac- 
| quainted with the Art of War more enſible of tbis 
important Affair. ä 


Colonel Mercer, who was then commanding Oi 
ficer of the Garriſon at Oſwego, having on the 6th 
of Auguſt, Intelligence of a large Encampment of 
French and Indians, about ve Miles off, dit- 
patch'd one of the Schooners, with an account of i it to 
Captain Bradley, who was then on a Cruize with 
the large Brigantine and two Sloops ; ; at the ſame 
Time, Aeſiring him to crvize as far to the Eaſt- 
ward as he could, and to endeavour to prevent the 

Approach of the French on the Lake; but meet- 

ing the next Day with a moſt violent Gale of Wind, 
the large Brigantine was drove on Shore near 0. 
Wego in attem Prins to get into the Harbour; of 
| w meh 
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which Misfortune, the Indians immediately gave 


M. de Montcalm, the French General, Notice, 


_ who took that Opportunity of tranſporting bie 
heavy Cannon to within about a Mile and a Half 


of the Fort, which he couls not otherwiſe. have 
done. | 


For on 2 roth, the firſt Diviſion of the 4 


being arrived at Auſe aux Cahannes, at two o Clock 


in the Morning; the Van- guard prooceded at four 


in the Afternoon, by Land, acroſs Woods to ann- 
ther Creek within Half a League of Oſcuego, in 


order- to favour the Debarkation. At Mid-night 
their firſt, Diviſion repair d to this Creek, and there 
erected a Battery on the Lake Ontario. 


Colonel e in the Morning of the roth, on 


We Canoes being ſeen to the Eaſtward, ſent out 
the ſmall Schooner to make Diſcovery of what they 
were; ſhe was ſcarce Half a Mile from the Fort, 
before ſhe diſcovered a very large Encampment, 


cloſe under the oppoſite Point, being the firſt Di- 
viſion of the French Troops above-mentioned.” On 


this, the two Sloops (the large Brigantine being 


{till on Shore) were ſent out with Orders, if poſſi- 


ble, to annoy the Enemy; but this was to no 
Purpoſe; the Enemy's Cannon being large and well 


pointed, hull 'd the Veſſels almoſt every Shobs 


while their” s fell ſhort of the Shore. 


* 


This Day ans the next, the Enemy were em⸗ 
3 ploycd i in making Gabions, Fauciſſons, and FPaſ- 
eines, and in cutting a Road croſs the V7 oods, 
: from the late of landing, t to the Place where the 
; N 8 Trenches | 


% 


> 
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Trenches were to be opened: And, the ſecond 
Diviſion of the Enemy arriving en the 11th, in thg 
Morning, with the Artillery and Proviſions, the 
fame were immediately landed without. any Oppo- 
fition. Though Diſpolitions were made for opening 
the Trenches on the 1oth at Night, it was Mid- 
night before they could begin the Trench, which 
was rather a Parallel, of about 100 Toiſes. in 
Front, and opened at the Diſtance of 90 Toiſes 
from the Fols of Fort Ontario, in-Ground embar- To 
raſſed with Trunks of Trees: 


= About fiye in the Morning, of the rats this 
Parallel was finiſhed, and the Workmen began to 
erect the Batteries. Thus was the Place inveſted 

by about 5000 Men and thirty-two Pieces of Can- 
non, from twelve to eighteen Pounders, beſides 
ſeveral large Braſs Mortars and Hoyets. (among 
which Artillery, was Part of General Braddocks) 
| About Noon, they began the Attack of Fort Ou- 
- Zario, with ſmall Arms, wich was briskly return d. 
All this Day the Gatriſon was employed on the 
Meſt-ſide of the River in repairing the Batteries 
0 the Soyth-ſide of he Ota "RN | 


The next Morning, (the 12th), at Day-break, ; 


large Number of French Battcaux were diſcovere 
on the Lake, in their Way to join the Enemy's 
Camp; on which, Colonel Mercer ordered the two 
8 Sloops to be again ſent out, with Directions to get 


| berween the Bata and the Camp, but before 
| | | x our 
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our Veſſels came up, the Batteaux had ſecured | 


themſelves under the Fire of tlieir Cannon. 


In the Evening a Detachment was made of 100 


Men of the ze th (General Pepperel!s) Regiment, 


and 126 of the New-7erſey Provincials, under the 


Command of Col. S&huyler to.take Poſſeſſion f 


the Fort on the Hill, to the Weſtward of the 
Old Fort, and under the Direction cf the Engineer, 
Mr. Mack-tler, were to put it into the beſt State 
of Defence they could; in which Work, they were 


employed all the following Night. | 

The Enemy on the Eaft-ſide continued their Ap- 
proaches to Fort Ontaris, but with their utmoſt 
_ Efforts for a long Time they could not bring their 
Cannon to bear on it. Hoss drawing their 
Cannon with great Eæpedition, next Morning, (the 
13th), about Jen O'Clock, to a Battery erected 
within ſixty Yards from it; they play'd them very 
hotly on the Garriton, notwithſtanding the con- 
ftant Fire kept on them, and the Loſs of their prin- 
cipal Engineer, who was kill'd in the Trenches. 
A Council of War, was immediately held by the 


Officers of General Pepperell's Regiment, who ob- 


ſerving the Mortars were beginn ng to play, cone 
cluded it moſt adviteable to quit Fort Out ario, and 
join Col. Schuyler's Regiment at Fort George, (or 


Fort Raſcal); and an Account of this latter Bat- 


tery being ſent to Col. Mercer by the Commandant 
of the Enemy, ordering him to evacuate the Fort, 
they accordingly did, about Three in the Afternoon, 
deſtroying the Cannon. Ammmunition, and Pro- 


viſions therein, arid managed their Retreat ſo as to 
3 R 1 


* 
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| pals the River, and Join the Troops at theWeſiiſide 
without the Loſs of a Man. Theſe Troops being 
about 370, were immediately ordered to join Col. 
Schuyler, which they accordingly did, and were 
employ'd all the following Night in completing. 


the Works of that Fort. 


ö 


I. Montcalm e lately took Poſſeſſion of 
Port Ontario, and ordered the Communication of 
tte Parallel to be continued to the Banks of the 
| River, where, in the beginning of the Night, they 
began a Grand-battery, plac'd in ſuch a Manner, 
that it could not only. batter Fort Oſwego, and the 

May from thence to Fort George, but alſo the In- ; 
trenchment of Ofwego. 


tine being off the Rocks and repaired, a Detach- 
ment of eighty Men of the Garriſon was put on 
board her and the two Sloops, in order to go out 
immediately, but the Wind continuing to blow di- 
rectly into the Harbour, render'd it impoſſ ble for 
them to get out before the Place was ſurrendered. 
This Night, as well as the Night before, Parties 
of the Enemy's Irregulars made ſeveral Attempts 
to ſurprize the adyanc'd Guards and Centinels on 
the Weſt-ſide of the 8 but did not ſucceed in 
2 of them. . | 


| 
| 
| 
| # In the 88 of the 13th, the large ERR 
; 
| 
| 
| 


{ * 


The Ebemiy were . this N ight in 8 
3 .- ing up their Cannon and raiſing a Battery. On 
| our Side, we kept a conſtant Fire of Cannon and 
Shells from the Ola Fort, and Works about it. 
This” 2 nc which mot e the Enemy, 
5 $f : 6 | Were 
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were SG Pieces, which we revers'd. on the Plat- 


form of an earthen Work, which ſurrounded the 


Old Fort, and which was intirely enfiladed by the 

 Enemy's Battery on the oppoſite Shore: In this 

Situation without the leaſt Cover, the Train, aſ- 

ſiſted by a Detachment of fifty of 9 Regi- 
ment behaved FEmarRAbay We --- 


* 


"ie Day-break, on the 14th, we renewed our 


Fire on that Part of the oppoſite Shore, where we 
had the Evening before, obſerved the Enemy at 


Work in railing the Battery. 


The Enemy in three Cai conſiſting of 2 500 


Canadians and Savages, croſſed the River, ſome 


by ſwimming, and others by wading, with the _ 


Water up to Their Middles, in order to inveſt and 
attack the old Fort. This bold Action, by which 
they intirely cut off the Communication of the 


two Forts ; the Celerity with which the Works 
were carried on, in Around that we thought imprac- 
ticable; a ating Return of our Fire from a 


| Battery of ten Cannon, twelve Pounders ; and their 


preparing a Battery of Mortars and Hoyets, made 


Colonel Mercer think it adviſeable (he not know- 
ing their Numbers) to order Colonel Schayler, 


with 500 Men to oppoſe them, which would ac- 
cordingly have been carried into Execution, and 
conſequently every Man of the 500 cut off, had 
not Colonel Mercer been kill'd by a Cannon-Ball 


a few Minutes aſter. 


About ten o Clock, the Enemy 8 Battery \ were. 
ready to play; at which Tie, all our Places of 
Defence 


r 


I | 
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Defence were either enfiladed, or ruined by the cons 
Rant Fire of their Cannon; Fort Raſcal or George; 
in particular, having at that Time no Guns, and 
fcarce in a Condition to defend itſelf againſt ſmall 
Arms; with 2500 Irregulars on our Backs, ready 
to ſtorm us on that Side arid 2000 of their Regu- 
lars as ready to land in our Front, under the Fire 
* oftheir Cannon. W hereas, 


Fott Raſta! might have beeh inde a very de- 
fenſible Fortreſs. ly ing on a Hill, and the Aſcent 
to it ſo ſteep, that had an Enemy been ever ſo nu- 
merous, they muſt have ſuffered greatly in an At- 
tempt to Storm it. Why it was not in a better 


State, it becomes not me to ſay, but Matters were 
ſo. | 1 


And in this Situation we were, when Colonel 
Tiulebaler who ſucceeded Colonel Mercer in the 
Command, called a Council of War, who were, 
with the Engineers, unanimouſly of Opinion, that 
the Works were no longer tenable; and that it 
was by no Means prudent to riſque a 7 with 
* uch unequal Rader 1 

The Chamade was enn ordered to he 

beat, and the Firing ceas d on both Sides; yet the 
French were not idle, but improved this Opportu- 

nity to bring up more Cannon, and advance the 
main Body of their Troops within Muſquet- ſhot 
of the en and prepared every Thing for 

Aa Storm. Two. Officers were ſent to the French 

General, to know what Terms he would give; the | 

Marquis de Montcalm made e That ig 

| 1 migit 
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might expect whatever Terms were conſiſtent v ith 
the Service of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty * He ac- 
n, agreed tothe following : 


Article . 66 The Garriſon ſhall ſurrender Pri. 
e ſoners of War, and ſhall be conducted from hence 


co Montreal, where they ſhall be treated with 


6 Humanity, and every one ſhall have Treatment 
< agrecable to their reſpective a according 
+ to the Cuſtom of War. i 


II. © Officers, a Soldiers, a Individuals, 
© ſhall have their Baggage and Cloaths, and they 
TR ſhall be allowed to carry them along with them. | 


III. < They ſhall remgin Priſoners of War un 


* til they are exchanged.“ 


Given at the Camp before Os w ECO, 
Auguſt 195 1756, 


- 


By Virtue + this Capitulation, the Genin 
eee Priſoners of War, and the French i im- 


mediately took Poſſeſſion of Oſwego and Fort 


Genrge, which they intirely deſtroyed, agreeable 
to their Orders, after removing the Artillery, War- 


like-Stores, and Proviſions. 


But. to defcribe the 8 Havock, and De- 
vaſtation, made by the French, as well as the Sa- 


vages, who raſl'd | in by Thouſands, is impoſſible. 
For notwithſtanding the Chriſtian Promiſe made by 


the Gene ral of His . Chriſtian We, they 
all 


MO vA M. 


all behay'd more like infernal Beings, than Crea- 
ftures in human Shapes. In ſhort, not contentcd 
with ſurrendering upon the above Terms, they 
 ſealp'd and killd all the Sick and wounded in the 
- Hoſpitals; mangling, butchering, cutting, and 
- _ chopping off their Heads, Arms, Legs, Sc. with 
Spades, Hatchets, and other ſuch diabolical In- 
ſtruments; treating the whole Garriſon with the 
FF utmoſt Cruelty, notwithſtanding the repeated In- 
terceſſions of the defenceleſs Sick and Wounded for 
Mercy; which were, indeed, piteous enough to 
have fſoften'd any Heart poſſeſſed of the minuteſt 
Cr Humnity! oo | 


HFere, I cannot help obſerving, that, notwith- 
ſtanding what has been ſaid of the Behaviour of 
the Officers of theſe (the 5oth and 5 1ſt) Regiments, 
I muſt, with the greateſt Truth, give them the 
Characters of brave, but, I wiſh I could ſay, ex- 
perienced, Men; every one of them, that I had an 
Opportunity of obſerving, during the Siege, be- 
having with the utmoſt Courage and Intrepidity. 
Nor, in this Place, can I omit particularly naming 
Captain James Campbell, and Enſigns Evern and 
Hicles, who aſſiſted with the greateſt Spirit and 
Alacrity, the private Men at the great Guns. But, 
for ſuch an Handful of Men as our Garrifons then 
conſiſted of, and the Works being of tuch a weak 
and defenceleſs Nature, to have made a longer De- 
fence, or have caus d the Enemy to raiſe the Siege, 
would have been ſuch an Inſtance, as England, for 
many Years, never . hath experienced; and, I am . 
afraid, will be many more, before it will, for Rea» 
lions that are too obvious. Mo 
ns nh tt The 
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The Quantity of Stores and Aste we 
then had in the three P. orts, is almoſt incredible, 
But of what Avail are Powder and Ball, if Walls 


and Ramparts are Defenceleſs, and Men inſufficient 8 


to make Uſe of them, In ſhort, the French, by 
taking this Place, made themſelves Maſters of the 
following Things; all which were immediately 


ſent to Frontenac, viz. Seven Pieces of Braſs 


Cannon, nineteen, fourteen, and twelve Pounders; 
Forty- eight Iron Cannon, of nine, fix, five, three, 
and two Pounders; a Braſs Mortar of nine Inches 
four-twelſths, and thirteen others of ſix and three 


Inches; forty-ſeven Swivel Guns; 23,000 /6. of 
Gun- powder; 8000 1b. of Lead and Mutquet-balls; 1 


two Thouſand nine Hundred and fifty Cannon- 


balls ; one Hundred and fifty Bombs, of nine In: 


ches, and three Hundred more, of ſix Inches Dia- 
meter; one Thouſand four Hundred and ſeventy- 
ſix Grenadoes: one Thouſand: and ſeyenty Muſe 


quets; a Veſſel pierc'd for eighteen Guns; the 


Brigantine of fi Maw 2 Goeletta of ten, a Batteau 


of ten, (the Sloops already mention'd) another of 


eight Guns, a Skiff of eighteen Swivels, and ano- 
| ther burnt” upon the Stocks; ſeven Hundred and 


| four Barrels of Biſcuit, one Thouſind' three Hun- 


dred and eighty-ſix Firkins of Bacon and Beef; 
ſeven Hundred and twelve Firkins of Meal; thirty⸗ 
two live Oxen; fifteen Hogs, and a large Sum of 


Money in the military Cheſt, amounting, as the 


French ſaid, to eighteen Tizouſand hive Hundred 
and ninety-four Livres '- 


On the 16th. they began to remove us; at of. 
atteaux, and two H und red 
Soldiers 


| ficers Were fiſt ſent in 
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2 Soldiers a Day 1 till The- whole were 
gone; being carried firſt to Montreal and from 
thence to Qgebec. Our Duty in the Batteaux, 


till we 5 the firſt Place, was very hard and 


fllaviſh: And, during the Time we were upon the 


Lake, or River St. Laurence, it appeared to me, 


very eaſy. and feaſible, for Commodore Bradley, 
(had he thought proper) to have deftroy'd all the 


Enemy's Batteaux, and have prevented them from 


ever landing their Cannon, within forty Miles of 


the Fort. But he knew his on Reaſons for omit- 
* this Piece of Service beſt. 


Our Party arriving at Montreal, in Canada, on 
the 28th; we were that N ight ſecured 3 in the Fort, 


as were the reſt as they came in. The French uſed 


various Means to win ſome of our Troops over to 


their Intereſt, or at leaſt to do their Work in the 


Fields, which many. refuſed, among whom was 


' myſelf; who were then conducted on board a Shi 
and ſent to Quebec; where, on arriving the 5th of 


September, we were 10 3 in a Jail, and . for 
the Space of one Month. 


Pai this our Captivity, many of our ir Men, 
rather than lye in Priſon, went out to work and 


5 aſſiſt the French in getting in their Harveſt; 


they having then, ſcarce any People left in that t 


Country, but old Men, Women, and Children, fo 


that the Corn was continually falling into the Stub- 


ble for Want of Hands to reap it: But, thoſe 
ws did go out, in two or three Days, choſe Con- 

finement again, rather than Liberty on ſuch Terms, 

being almoſt ſtary'd, OK. One in the Coun- 


try 
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try to live on bur dry Bread. whereas, we in thi 

Priſon, were each of us 7 lined two Pounds of Bread 

and Half a Pound of Meat a Day, and. otherwiſe) 
treated with a good deal of Humanity. 


Ride Soldiers were all the Guard hes had 
to place over us, who being greatly fatigued with 
hard Duty, and dreading our rifing on them, 


(which had we had any "Arms, we might eaſily 


have done, and ravazed the Country round, as it 
was then entirely Deſenceleſs) and the Town's- 
People themſelves fearing the Conſequences of 
hain ſuch a Number of Men in a Place where 
Proviſions were at that Time very tcarce and dear, 
they thought ſending us away, the moſt eligible 
Way of keeping themſelves from Famine, and 


accordingly put five Hundred of us on board a 
V eſſel for England. 


But, before I continue the Account of our V voyage 


home to our native Country, I ſhall juſt make a 
ſhort Retroſpection on the Conſequences which at- 
tended the Loſs of s, as appeared to us and 
the reſt of the People at Quebec, who knew that 


Part of Anerica, to which, this important Place was 
a Saicguard, | 


As ſoon as OH was taken, our only Com- 
munication from the Mohac s River, to the Lake 
Oneida, was opt up, by filling the Place at I uod's 
_ Creek w cith grear Logs and Trees for many Miles 


together. A few Days aſterwards, the Forts at 


the Great Carrying Place, and then our moſt ad- 
vanced Poſt into the Country of the Six Natons, 
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| Which I have before given a ſhort Account of, (and 

_ where there were at that Time above three Thous 
fand Men, including one Thouſand two Hundred 
Batteau- Men; and which ſtill gave the Si Nations 

ſome Hopes that we would defend their Country 

| againſt the French) were abandoned and deftroyed, 

and the Troops, which were under the Command 

of General Mebb, retreated to Burnet's Field; 

| and left the Country and the Six Nations to the 


- 


| Mercy of the Enemy. 


The French, immediately after the taking of O/ 
Weego, demoliſh'd' (as is {aid befere) all the Works 
there, and return'd with their Priſoners and Booty 
to Trinonderogæ, to oppoſe our provincial Army 
under the Command of General F;n//ow, who had 
 fbamefully been kept, in Expectation of the d7latory 
Arrival of Lord Loudon, from attacking. Co | 
Point, while the Enemy were weak; and it was 

eaſily in our Power to have beat them. 1 


The Conſequences of the Deſtruction of our 
Ports at the Great Carrying Place, and General 
Mebbss retreating to Burnet's Field, is now, Alas! - 

too apparent to every one acquainted with Ameri- 
ran Affairs. The Indians of the Six Nations, un- 

doubtedly, look d upon it as abandoning them and 
their Country to the French; for they plainly ſaw 

that we had no ſtrong Hold near them, and that 
[by the Place at Yo9d's Creek, being Ropp'd up), 
ve could not, if we would, afford them any A- 
| fiſtance at Onondaga, Cayuga, and in the Senekea's | 
Country, which were their chief Caſtles: That, 
fte Forts begun by us in thoſe Gountries, were left 
%%% . anal 
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F PETER WILLIAMSON. 101 
unfiniſh'd, and therefore could be of no Uſe to 
them; and which, if we had kept the Carrying 

Place, we might have finifh'd, and given them 
ſtill Hopes of our being able to defend. 


But, deſpairing of our being further ſerviceable 

do them, thoſe Jroquois, who were before out 
Friends, and ſome of the others, have indeed de- 
ſerted us, and the Conſequence of ſuch their Junce 
tion with the French, has begun already to be felt 
by us, in the Loſs of Fort=George on Lake Sacra- 
ment. 5 Fo | 


The fine Country on the Mohaw#'s River, down 
to Albauy, was by this Step left open to the Ra- 
vages of the Enemy, and an eaſy Paſſage open'd to 
the French and their Indians, into the Provinces of 
Penſylvania and News-Ferſey, by the Way of 
Suſquehanna and De-la-wWare Rivers, which were 
before cover'd by our Settlements on the Mohat s 
River, and the && Nations. To conclude, it left 4 
the French without the leaſt Fear of our being 

able to give them the leaſt Interruption in their Pa. 
ſage thro' Lake Outarib and Lake Erie, to the Fron- 
tiers of PEN SYLVANIA, MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, 
and all the ſourbern Country. | 


Whether theſe my Animadverſions are true, or 
not, What has been ſince tranſacted in theſe Parts 
and the preſent Campaign there, will evince.— 1 
ſhall therefore return to our Embarkation at Que 
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Five Hundred 95 us, Klik to be Joni . 
we were put on board La Renomme, a French 


Pacquet=boat, Capt. Dennis Vitree, Commander: 
We failed under a Flag of Truce, and tho' the 


French behaved with a good deal of Politeneſs, 
yet were we almoſt ſtarved for want of Proviſions. 


One Biſcuit and two Ounces of Pork a Day, being 


all our Allowance, and half-dead with Cold, having 


but few Cloaths, and the Veſſel being ſo {mall, 
that the major Part of us were obliged to be upon 
Deck in all Weathers. After a Paſſage of fix 
Weeks, we at laſt, to our great Joy, arrived at 


Plymouth on the 6th of November, 1756. But 


there our Troubles und Hardſhips were not as we 


expected, put a Period to for ſome Time; for 
Scruples ariſing to the Commiſſaries and Admiral 
there about taking us on Shore, as there was no Car- 


tel agreed on eu een the French and Engli 22 ve 


were ſtill confin'd on board, till the 5 


of the Lords of the Admiralty ſhould be known; 


lying there in a miſerable Condition ſeven or 
eight Days, before we received Orders to diſem- 
bark, which, when we were permitted todo, being 
order” d from thence, in different Parties to Totnes, 


Kingsbridge, Newton-Brſhel and Newton- Abbot, | 
in Devonſbire, I was happy. in being quarter'd at 


Kingsbridge, where I met with ſuch Civility and 
Entertainment, as I had for a long Time been a 


155 Stranger to. 


In about Gs Months; we were again order d to 


Phymouth-Dack, to be draughted into other Regi- 
ments; my 2 being inſpected, I was on Ac 
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PETER WILLIAMSON. 13 
Count of the Wound T had receiv'd in my Hand 
diſcharg'd as zncapable of further Service. | 


For want of a Certificate from my Colonel, or 
ſome other nece//ary Qualifications I am ignorant 
of, I could not get any Proviſion made for me, 
by Penſion, or otherwiſe. Indeed, as a Reward 

for my Sufferings and Services, 1 had the Favour 
of aPass allowed, and the dum of SIX SHILLINGS 
paid, to carry me to Aberdeen, about eight Hun- 
dred Miles ON Lx, from the Place whereat I was 
D1sSCMARG D. 
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